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he is kept waiting until the coun.
cil meet—they may have met e few
hours before—it might be necessary
to wait a month before it would be pos-
sible to deal in that land, and perhaps
approval would not be obtained then.
A man who has the money and wants
an answer straight away would go some.
where else. In a business transaction
expedition is the essence of bargaining
Most business men like an answer straight
away. I fail to see why the owner,
having submitted his plan of subdivi-
sion, and the plan having been approved
by the council, should have to obtain
the consent of the council to deal with
the blocks so long as he does not in any
way alter the boundaries. As soon
as a block is soid, a business man
will see that the council is acquainted,
because in the absence of notification,
the vendor would be liable for the pay-
ment of all rates. If a8 subdivision has
been approved, and the owner seeks
to meke a further subdivision, he is still
at liberty to appeal to the council, and
so long as he gets their consent——
The Colonial Secretary : He need not
Hon. E. M. CLARKE : Then 6 much
greater the reason why this further
interference should not be countenanced.
Having complied with the law in getting
the approval of the corporate hody,
there should be no further trouble. As
with a piece of machinery, the law should
have as few working parts as possible,
and then there would be less danger of
complications. I fail to see the need
for Clause 3. In Committes I will
support any aemendmoent in the direction
of offering facilities for expediting land
transactions, so that a man will not
have to apply to the council, end per-
haps wait & month, and then be refused.
Question put and passed.
Bill read & second time.

House adjourned at 6-14 p.m.
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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 3.30
p.o., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Warks: Speeial
by-laws of Wiekepin, Wesl Kimberley,
and Wiluna roads beards. (Valuation

on anpual value.)

By the Premier: By-laws made by the
Roebomrne Loeal Board of Health.

BILL — RKSPERANCE - NORSEMAN

RAILWAY.

Read a third time and transmiited to
the Legislative Couneil.

BILIL—ELECTORAL ACT AMEND-

MENT.
Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. T.
Walker) : Tn moving the second reading
snid: This is a simple little measare, deal-
ing with the printing of the 1olls, The
existing Act makes it eompulsory, whe-
ther necessary or not, that at anpually
reeurring pertods the whole of the rolls
for the entire State shall be reprinted.
Whether there are addilions or no addi-
tions, whether there have been nlterations
or no alterations, whether or not any can-
vass has taken place in the meantime, at
these annual periods we are compelled to
reprint the whole of the rolls. The Bill
makes it unnecessary to do so if the Mini-
ster gives his approval. Of course it
must be fairly understood that the Mini-
ster aceepts the responsibility of his ae-
tion; in other words, when there is no ne-
cessity, when no alleration has been made
in the rolls then, althongh the annual
period has elapsed there will be no



3740

reprinting of the rolls, All that is pro-
vided is that the rolls shall be reprinted
at least once in every three vears. I
move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time,

Hon. FREANK WILSON (Sussex):
This seems o be a harmless enough Bill,
judging by the size of it, but on locking
at the existing legislation I find that ipo
the original Act of 1907, Section 24 sets
forth that the rolls shall be printed and
issned under the hands of the Chief Elec-
toral Officer whenever that officer thinks
fit. This was amended in 1911 by adding
the provisien that the »rolls shall be
printed once in every year. That, I take
it, is the provision the Attorney General
desires to repeal.

The Attorney General: Yes. I want
it to be compulsory only once in every
three years.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Tt seems to
me the people are enfitled to have the
rolls reprinted, when a number of aitera-
tions have been made. We know the
difficulty there is in finding out whether
or not one is on the roll.

The Premier: Youn will get the supple-
mentary list if there are any alterations.
The trouble is that the existing legisla-
tion eompels us to reprint the whole of
the rolls.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Well, the
rights of the electors onght to be pro-
tected, They must know whether or not
they are on the roll. The difficulties of
finding ount whether one is on the roll are
sufficient nt any time. T think the law
shonld remain as it is. We have nothing
to show thal it has proved an expensive
matier, and even if it does cost a few
pounds—

Myr. Swan: The rights of tbe people
must be protected.

Hon,. FRANK WILSON: Of course.
What is the object the Attorney (eneral
has?

The Atlorney General: Simply to save
expense. )

Hon. FRANK WILSON: What does
the expense amount fo?

The Aliorney General: It is a bhig ex-
pense.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. FRANK WILSON: But that is
not sufficient. Can the Attorney General
not tell us what it really means? It can-
not be mueh. The rells are all set up, and

they are only added to or taken from,

and it is necessary that the electors
should have the complete roll for refer-
ence. We never know when a by-election
may take place, and why, for the sake
of a small economy, we are to refrain
from giving the public these facilities I
cannot understand. 1t is essential that the
people should have the information, and
I would like the Attorney General to give
us a stronger reason for departing from
the principle than was contained in the
few words he has thrown by way of inter-
jection aeross the Chamber. I point out
also that the electoral office keeps the
rolls in type—they have stock worth about
£400—in order that the rolls may be re-
printed when the occasion demands. I
hope the measure will not he passed nn-
less we have some assurance that when-
ever an alteration has taken place the
rolls will be reprinted. No one wanis
the rolls to be reprinted if there are no
alteratiions, but if names are added and
others struck off it is essential to have a
reprint in order to eonduet properly any
election which may have to take place.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam}: I
point out that the Attorney (General
amended the Aet hmself last year.

TTon, Frank Wilsen: No, we did it.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Well the Act.
was altered in 1911, and before that the
rolls were printed at the instance of the
Chief Electoral OHlicer. People find it
very diffieult to keep their names on the
voll. 1 know one elector who makes peri-
odical vistis to the electoral office to see
that his name has not been removed.

Mre. B. J. Stubbs: While yon were in
power?

Hon. J. MITCHELL : Yes, and
since, Under the present Aect it was com-
paratively easy to remove names from
the roll and we should do all in our power
to keep the rolls up to date and see that
every man entitled fo vote has his name
on the roll. If it does cost a little money,
there is no reason why the money should
not he found. Tt is not possible by print-
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ing rolls once in three vears to keep them
in order. We have a general election onee
in three years, and unless the rolls are
in order the election will not be satis-
factory. T ask the Atiorney General what
he would do at the end of next year if
we had a dissolution and an election, and
the rolls were in a bad condition?

Mr. Foley: They were not too good last
eleciion.

Houn. J. MITCHELL: They uever
will be good until some inoney is spent
in getting people on the roll and keeping
the rolls in order unless we mwade enrol-
ment ecompulsory. 1 objeet to the Bill.
I believe it is nnnecessary economy which
we cannot afford to indulge in. T hope
the Attorney General will withdraw the
Bill for surely he does not want the rolls
to be less satisfaclory than they are af
present.

Mr. MALE (Kimberley}: T certainly
wonld like to enter my protest against the
amending Bill. It seems to me to be a
most pernicious form of ecohomy and
that is the only reason given for introdue-
ing it. We ave kept here night after
night until after sunrise, using eleetrie
light and by no means economising, and
vet we are asked to economise in this way.
The Attorney General well knows that it
is nmpossible to keep these rolls anything
like clean or complete even by annual
printing. In my distriet I have sent out
anything np to 1,000 circulars to people
whose names appeared on the roll but
who it was ascerfained did not reside in
the distriet. T have to send ount prior to
an eleetion nearly double the number of
cireulars actually required, but if we get
a roll printed anually there is a chance
of keeping it clean. We must consider
that the people are to a great extent
migratory. They are not seltled as the
people in older established countries,
People in my distriet are constantly com-
ing and going and the rolls alter consider-
ably in the course of 12 months. This is
a most pernicious form of economy and
T certainly tesent it strongly, and urge
the Minister to withdraw it and not bring
in Bills of this nature at the end of the
session when at the same fime we are
kept here night after night to try to get
through the work of the session.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL (in re-
ply) : Members who have spoken have
misiaken the object of the Bill. It is not
to prevent the publication of rolls or the
inelusion of names or the deletion of
names when necessary. It is not to pre-
vent ihe latest accession to the rolls from
being published and distributed, but it
is to obviate the necessity for amalgama-
ting the rolls annually even when it is
not necessary. We shall publish the sup-
plementary rolls as usual as the rolls are
amended and publication becomes requi-
site, There will be no information lack-
ing in that way, but what we object to
15 the expense of amalgamating and re-
publishing the complete information we
have already given when it is uunecessary.
On the one band if the Governmeni enter
into any enterprise or do anything that
means ihe expenditure of money we are
blaed for it. If we attempt ta cut down
expenses we ave equally blamed. I would
like to know what we ean do to please
members of the Opposition.

My, Munsie: Resign.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
passage of this small measure could pre-
vent names from being put on the roll, or
prevent the publication of those names
when added I would not be in charge of
the measuve.

Hon, J. Mitchell: No Government
shonld have sueh control over the rolls.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Be-
fore the amendment of last vear while tle
hon. member was in power the electoral
officer had complete command of the rolls
and could publish them when and how le
pleased.

Hon. .J. Mitehell: We altered that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, T
altered that in 1911. T altered it because
I voted for it. It is correct to say that
hecause we aliered it at the instance of
those who wanted more satisfactory rolls.
The amending Bill does not enrtail one
iota the publication of completed rolls,
but it will curtail the amalgamation of
rolls when it is unnecessary to amalga-
imate them and {o republish the amalgama-
tion. That is the only difference.

The Hon. J. Mitchell:
roll ouee a year?

You want a
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The Attorney General: The rolls will
be reprinted and we propose to do it
once in three years and oftener as may be
necessary.

Hon. J. Mitchell:
every year.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

1t shounld be once

Ayes 23
Noes 9
Majority for 14
AYES.

Mr. Apgwin Mr. Mullany

Mr. Carpenter Mr. Munsie

Mr, Dooley Mr. O'Loghlen

Mr. Foley Mr. Price

Mr. Gill Mr. Scaddanp

Me, Green Mr. B, J. Stubbs

Mr. Holman Mr. Swan

Mr. Hudson Mr. Taylor

Mr, Johnson Mr. Underwood

Mr. Lander Mr, Walker

Mr. Lewls Mr. Heilmann

Mr. McDowell (Teller).

NoEs.

Mr. Broun Mr. A. N. Pleuse

Mr, Harper Mr. . Wilson

Mr, Lefroy Mr. Wisdom

Mr. Mitehell Mr. Mals

Mr, Moore {Teller).

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitlee.

Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Atior-
ney General in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed lo.

Clause 2—Amendment of Seection 24:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: So as
not to mislead those who read the Bill
in another Chamber, he moved an amend-
menl—

That after “Act” in line one of the
words “as amended by Section 9 of lhe
Rlectoral Act Amendment Act, 1911
be qdded.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Was it provided
anywhere that the additions and altera-
tinng must be printed once a year?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: They
were published quarterly, but this amend-
ment was to apply to the amalgamation
of the whole thing.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: It was provided in
the Electoral Act of 1907, Section 26,
that supplemeniary rolls setting out ad-
ditions and alterations since ibe last print
should be printed and issued under the
band of the registrar of each distriet or
provinee as soon after the last day of
March, June, September and December
in each year as practicable and not later
than the last day of the month next fol-
lowing. Thal provision would still re-
main. Thus supplementary rolls must be
prinied and issued every quarter; but it
was provided by Section 9 of the Amend-
ment Aet of 1011 that an amalgamation
of eaeh roll with ils supplements and a
subsequent reprint of such amalgamated
roll should be made once in every year,
and the object of the Bill was to provide
thal this amalgamation should only take
place once every three years. The sap-
plementary roll would still be prinled
each quarter but the amalgamated roll
wonld only be printed onee every threc
years, It would save a good deal of
money.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : It appeared the
Government did not understand their own
Bill. The Premier was nol aware that
Seclion 10 of the Amendment Aect aof
1911 altersel the provision eontained in
Seclion 26 of the principal Aet requiring
supplementary volls io be printed each
cquarter, and provided Lhat the sapple-
mentary rolls were to be printed and
issued under the hand of Lhe registrar
for the provinee and district “as often
as instrueled by the Chief Electoral Offi-
eer,” The Chief Eleetoral Officer could
direet that the supplementary rolls need
only he printed once every three vears.
It was entirely discretionary with him.
The Bill hefore the House now proposed
to amend the principal Aet by omitting
words dealt with in the Aet of 1911 as
if the supplementary rolls had to be
printed quarterly, but by existing legis-
lation it was not compulsery to have the
supplementary rolls made up quarterly.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
was an error in the drafling. It was
not con{emplated that there shonld be
any failure in the periodical printing of
the supplementary rolls. Instruections
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had been given tbat the Bill should also
repeal Section 10 of the amending Aect
of 1911 and resiore the provision to what
it was in the original Act of 1907, Sub-
section 26, providing for the printing of
quarterly supplementary rolls. He would
move an ameudment to repeal Section 10
of the amending Act of 1911 and leave
the original Aect intact in that respeet.
The cost of printing amalgamated rolls
would be something ¢lose on £1,000.

Mr. MALE: The drafismanship was
bad, because if it was intended to amend
the Ael of 1911 the title of the Bill
should eontain more words than merely
the words “An Act Lo amend the Elec-
toral Aet of 1907.7

The Prewier: The Amendment Act of
1911 was to he read as one with the Act
of 1907.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: 1t was impos-
sible to understand the position. We
should adjourn the discussion.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Would the posi-
tion now be that the rofl would be printed
once in three years?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Seeing the
difficulty created, the Bill should be with-
drawn and redrafted so that time wonld
not be wasted.

The Attorney General: We ean put it
right now.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Members
had only seen the Bill five minutes ago
and they could not compare it with the
existing legislation to follow the elauses.

The PREMTER: The Bill was drafied
correetly.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
General says it is not.

The PREMIER: It was members op-
posite who said it was mnot correctly
drafted, and in order to meet their wishes
the Altorney General liad added certain
words which now did not make the clanse
properly drafted. Section 1 of the
Amendment Act of 1911 provided that
the measure should be read as one with
the Electoral Act of 1907, so that it be-
came part of the principal Act. When
we were making amendmenls affecting
the Amendment Act of 1911 we were
properly making amendments to the

The Attorney
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pringipal Aet. Under existing conditions,
if there was one name to be added or
struck off the original rolls during the
year the whole had to be reprinted and
that was a positive absurdity. To reprint
ihe amalgamaled rolls every year would
cost £1,000.
Clause as amended put and passed.
New clause:
The ATTORNEY GENERAL moved—
That the following new clause be
added to stand as Clause 3: “Section
0 of the Flectoral Act Amendment
Act, 1911, is hereby repealed and Sub-
section (a) of Section 26 of the Elec-
toval Act, 1907, is hereby re-enacted.”
Mr. TAYLOR: The amendment was
not strietly in order. What were we re-
storing?  Something that was not exist-
ing. lf we were restoring it we should
put into the elause the words that we
were re-enacting,  IF the Aet was re-

penledd  the seetion was certainly no
longer in existence.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Act of 1907 was the principal Aet. We

amended the prineipal Aet in 1911 by
Section 10 and by means of that deleted
Subsection (a) of Section 26 of the Act
of 1907. By that amendment we repealed
Section 10 of the principal Aet of 1911
and restored Subsection (a) of the Aet
of 1807,

Mr. Taylor: That is knoeked out.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Sub-
seetion (a) of the Act of 1907 was re-
stored.

Mr. MALE: When we repealed the
Aet in 1911 we also added the usuwal pro-
vision, “All copies of the Principal Act
hereafter printed by the Government
Printer shall he printed as amended by
this Act”

Hon, H. B. LEFROY: It might be as
well to put the necessary words into the
amendment. There was no deubt about
it that in 1911 when the amendment was
passed Swhsection (a) of Section 26 was
deleted.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
wolld be no objection to deing that; the
words could be added.

The PREMIER: The gdifficulty might
be zot over if he moved an amendment
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to the Atiorney General's new clanse so
that it should read as follows:—

Section 10 of the Electoral Act
Amendment Act, 1911, is hereby re-
pealed and Subsection (a) of Section
26 of the Flectoral Act, 1907, as fol-
lows:—"“A4g soon after the last day of
March, June, September and December
in each year as praciicable, and not
later than the last day of the month
next following; and” is hereby re-
enacted.

Amendment passed; the new clause as
amended agreed to.

Hon. J, MITCHELI:: Was it quite
clear now that we would get a complete
roll?

The PREMIER: That was now dis-
tinetly provided.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

BILL—INEBRIATES,
Couneil’s Amendments.
Schedule of eight amendments re-

quested by the Legislative Couneil now
cansidered,

In Committee.
On motion by the ATTORNEY GEN-
ERAL the amendments made.
Resolutions reporied, the report adopt-
ed, and a Message aceordingly returned
le the Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 191213,

In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previeus day: dMr.
Holman in the Chair.

On molion by the PREMIER considera-
tion of the Diines and Railways division
posiponed to the end of the Estimates.

Attorney General’'s Department (Hon.
T. Walker, Minister).

Vole—Attorney General, £78,653:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL said: I
do not know that ihe Commitlee want
a very lengthy explanation from me re-
garding the administration of the At-
torney General's Department, because it
is almost entirely an administrative de-
partment. It is not one of those depari-

[ASSEMBLY.]

ments in which the revenue is very largely
affected, yet I deem it ineumbent upon
me to inform the Committee that there
have heen changes of a somewhat import-
ant character effected in the ndministra-
tion. As the Estimates show there will
be a saving on last year's expenditure of
£2,947, but it is only fair to state that
this is due to the fact that a general elec-
tion will not be ¢onducted this year, and
no provision is made for it. The chief
feature to which the attention of the Com-
mittee should be drawn is the faet that
there have been certain transfers made
to the Crown Law offices, which, in ap-
pearance, largely increase the expenditure,
but which in faet neither increase nor
decrease it. We have, for instance, trans-
ferred to the Crown Law Department an
amount of £100 which the Solicitor Gen-
eral was previously paid as Commissioner
of Titles. Hitherto when we were look-
ing for the payments to an officer such as
the Crown Solicitor we had to look under
several heads in (he different departients;
for instance, we had fo look under the
head of Commissioner of Titles to find
this £100 of addilional salary. But now
we show the salary as one sum. Then we
have transferred to the Crown Law offices
the payments to magistrates which were
previously provided for under Magistracy.
Payments to witnesses and juarors, which
were previcusly shown under Supreme
Conrt and Magistraey now eome under the
heading I have mentiopned, and nceount
for £7,000. Cirenit courts, £550, which
were previously under the Supreme Court
heading, now ecome under the Crown Law
offices, and awards and law costs, which
were previously under the Treasury, are
now under the Crown Law offices, and
amount to £1,000. The increases in the
department are prineipally made up by
the adjusiments in the payments to offi-
cers due to reclossification, and due also
to the fact that upon the Government talk-
ing office in every departmenlt of the
State the lower ranks were lifted so far
as payment was concerned, We gave
them an increase of their wages from a
minimum basis. ;

Hon. J. Mitchell: Not the temporary
men ? .
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: All the
lower paid men were raised to a certain
standard. The reclassification of course
accounts for a certain inerement which is
shown on the Estimates. We have been
put to considerable expense in this de-
partment owing to the fact thai lasi year
we passed new Acts of Parliament which
occasioned some considerable excess of
printing in order to comply with the ne-
cessary forms for carrying out these Acts.

Hon. J. Mitehell: You will have a big
bill this year again.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I sup-
pose we will have to do the same this
year, but I am partienlarly referring to
the new Loeal Courts Aet which, whilst
it saved the taxpayer expense and has
been of service to him, meant the print-
ing and drafting of quite a number of
new forms. On that score, therefore. we
have been put to cousiderable expense.
Then in the Official Receiver’s Depart-
ment, owing to the action of the previous
Government in offering land fo eivil ser-
vants and insisting upon the best appli-
eants

Hon. J. Mitehell: Why not?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 am
not at all censuring it, but owing to that
fact the Official Receiver’s office suffered
perhaps more than any other sub-depart-
ment in the State.

Hon. J. Mitchell: But you have had an
increase of work.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Un-
doubtedly. But the Official Receiver lost
the best men on his staff, and we have not
replaced them. The staff has been under-
manned ever since, and if it were not for
the facts that changes are pending in con-
sequence of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment having now upon the stocks and ecir-
culating amongst members a new Bank-
ruptey Bill which will take over the bank-
ruptey laws of the State, we should have
to remodel and spend considerably more
in the Official Receiver's Depariment. Bnt
at the present time we are waiting to see
what changes will be rendered necessary
by the passing of the Bankraptey Bill now
before the Federal Parliament. It may
be that we shall have to completely change
our mode of operations in this depart-
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ment, and thai the department itself will
be rendered more or less unnecessary as
a State department if the Federal Bank-
ruptey Bill becomes law. 1 shall leave
any further comments to matters which
may arise when the Estimates are under
consideration.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: One could not
Lelp regretting the large increase of ex-
penditure in the Attorney General’s de-
pariment. It was trme the aggregate
showed a small decrease accounted for
by the fact that in the Electoral Depart-
ment there was a redunection of £9,437,
which was brought about by the fact that
there was no general election this year.
It was not brought about by improved
administration or economy. If one an-
alysed the figures it would be seen that
there was an inerease in the expenditure
of the department of £6,490. That was.
if one did not allow the Attorney General
to take credit for the reduetion of nine
thousand pounds odd due to there heing
no general election this yenr. It was true
the Attorney General explained that he
Lad taken over certain work from other
departments, but every department in the
State showed an increase which did not
say much for the Government who were
not able to economise when economy was
necessary. Ll went without saying thai if
there was increased work to do there must
be increased expenditure. But there was
no sign of economy and one might say
there was some degree of extravaganee
visible, He knew that the reelassification
meant an incrense in expediture and he
also knew that the minimum amount paid
to temporary clerks had had some effect
in inecreasing the expendiiure becanse the
temporary clerks were now paid 1ls.
per day as compared with 10s, paid pre-
viously, Bunb this was arranged before
the Atiorney General took over the ad-
ministration of the office.

The Attorney General: No, it was one
of the first things T arranged for.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There could be
no objection to the increase of salaries to
officers in the lower grades of the ser-
vice. We had no right to expect serviee
from men that the country did not ade-
quately pay becanse the country was in
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a bad way, but if one looked into the in-
ereases they did not amount to much.
There was not suflicient excuse for the in-
erease of expenditure shown on the Esti-
males. The Atftorney General said ihat
the Oilictal Receiver’s office was somewhat
disorganised and (hat some additional ex-
penditure had to be menrred.

The Attorney General : We should
reyuire additional expenditure if it were
not for the contemplated changes in the
Bankruptey Aect.

Ilon. J. MITCHELL : But the Attor-
ney General referred to the loss of some
officers who left to settle on the land
in connection with the civil servants’ land
setilement seheme. Unfortunately there
was additional expenditure in the Off-
cial Receiver's office, not due to the fael
that one or {wo men had left. There
bad bheen much difficulty and trouble
during the vear and it was to be hoped
the eoming year,.which everybody ex-
pected to be n satisfactory one from the
farmers’ point of view, would result in
a decrease of lhe work of ihe Official
Receiver’s Department and a reduction
consequently in the expenditure. The
Attorney General was quite right in
waifing fo see what was the determina-
tion of the Federal Government in re-
gard to this matter, and it was to he
lioped that the expenditnre under the
Bankraptey Act would deerease in the
future. He wished to refer to the magis-
trates in country distriets. Some years
ago the Liberal Government very un-
wisely delermined that magistrates should
have more work to do: that there should
be fewer magistrates and that they
should cover much larger districts. That
scheme had been in operation some time
and it had not worked satisfactorily.
Even if it were satisfactory at the time
the change was made it had ceased to be
satisfactory now ¢ Take the distriet of
Albany, the magistrate there had to
travel along the line as far as Wagin.
Before the amalgamation at least {wo
if not three magistrates were doing the
work whieh this on magistrate to-day
had to do. The added area that had to
be controlled by a magistrate meanl a
good deal when the change was made,

[ASSEMBLY.]

but it meant 1nore now that new centres
Lad sprung up. In the Northam distriet
tremendous development had iaken place.
New townships had been added to the
map since the magisterial division of Nor-
thamn was fixed, and if the magistrate
was nob actually eompelled to visit these
new townships he had to attend to the
business of the people of thoze places.
Whilst there had been this increase of
populution the magistrate was called on
to cover the area fixed for him five or
six years ago. This situation was un-
salisfactory. Tt would be necessary lo
have a greater number of magistrates
and to limit the area, for it was not satis-
faetory that justices should be called on
to do the work which magistrates shonld
do.

The Attorney General : Are you ad-
voeabing more local courts and magis-
trates ¢

Hon. J. MITCHELL : Yes.

The Attornevy General : You talk of
eeonomy one moment and an increase
of expenditure the next.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : There had heen
a tremendous increase in the cost of {he
department.

The Attorney General: T have ex-
plained that we have taken over £8,842
from other departments.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : Yes. There
was thereased expenditure there, but he
complained that there was no sign of de-
crease in the departments from which
the work had been taken over by the
Attorney General.

The Attorney General : The elassi-
fieation has taken place since then.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : How much did
that amount to ?

The Attorney General: It acecounts for
all the increase.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The magistrates
in the country did important work and
the people of the country should not he
put to inconvenience through there not
heing sufficient magistrates to atiend to
the work.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
shonld deal generally with the question
and not with the details.
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Hon. J. MITCHELL : In dealing with
the question of the magisterial division
of the State he desired to point out that
the present division was unsatisfactory.
because very large areas had to be
covered by the magistrates, and he hoped
the Attorney General would take into
consideration the advisability of increas-
ing the number of magisirates.

The CHAIRMAN : While the hon.
member was in order in mentioning the
increase in magistrales he must not go
into details.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : In discussing
the system that now obtained in regard
to the magisterial division of the State
would he be in order?

The CHAIRMAN : No.

Hen. J. MITCHELL : It was is de-
sire to discuss the principle in regard to
the local eourts. Prohably the Attor-
ney (Qeneral would tell the Committee
what was the intention of the Govern-
ment in this direction. He realised the
Attorney (General had some exense for
the inereases in his department, but in
these times of stress there should be some
greater display of economy than was
found in the Estimates. No one liked
to see expenditure under these heads be-
cause it meant so little to the State.
The expenditure was necessary but so
little direet benefit was obtained from it.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE : The membér for
Northam had referred to the altered con-
ditions in regard to country magisterial
districts and he endorsed the hon. mem-
ber’s remark. Already bhe had had an
opportunity of bringing under the notice
of the Attorney Geueral the urgent neces-
sity for the further consideration of an
awnendment of the boundaries, or re-al-
lecation of the magisterial  dis-
tricts in various parts of the State.
There was every neecessity for economy
in the administration of the law; still,
there was such a thing as false economy.
In some agricnltural distriets there was,
to-day, a great dearth of local justices.
Although we had reason to be proud of
the work done by the honorary magi-
strates, yet in many instances those gentle-
men andertook eourt cases which were
essentially cases for the resident magis-
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irate who, owing to the very large area
he had to cover, eould not aitend within
reasonable time. The resident magistrates
had done excellent work, but each had too
large an arvea to cover and, consequently,
we were gelling very poor justice. This
was a maiter the Attorney (leneral might
well take into consideration with a view
lo seeing what provision counld be made
for inereasing the nuwber of magistrates
in the State. It was a serious thing if
we had to hand over to honovary magi-
strates cases which should be reserved for
vesident magistrates. Not infrequently
eases involving important points of law
were dealt with by honorary justices, and
in the event of a suncecessful appeal it
meant very greatly added cosi to the
litigants, Tn the Great Sounthern district
the magistrate was resident at Albany, in
the extreme end of the district, and he
had fo travel very great distances on an
infrequent frain service and, in addition,
long distances by road. We should have
some assurance from the Attorney Gen-
eral that he was thoraughly seized of the
necessity for making some improvement
in this direction.

Mr. 8, STUBBS: Undoubtedly very
great difficulties existed in eonnection
with the magislerial work in agricultural
distriets. What had been said by the 1wo
last speakers in this regard was perfectly
true. The magistrates were «alled upon
to do far teo muech work and to travel
enormouns distances, with the result that
the litigants were often put fo inconveni-
ence and expense through the unavoidable
adjournment of their cases. Only re-
cently Mr, Burt. the police magistrate in
the Great Southern discriet, had to ad-
journ for one week some cases, the liti-
ganis in which had {ravelled 50 or 60
miles. When the appeointed time in the
Following week came round the magistrate
had again only one day to devote to these
cases, and apain they were adjourned, at
considerable cost to the litigants. If the
Attorney General conld see his way clear
to make a revision of the work it would
be very satisfactory indeed. Regarding
the Minister in his capacity as Minister
for Edueation, he desired to eongratulate
him on the splendid work being done in
connection with the establishment of
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State schools. It reflected the greatest
credit upon the Government. In every
instanee where it was shown that a cer-
tain number of children were withont
education, and too far away to attend the
nearest school, there had not been a re-
fusa), so far as he was aware, to send
them the necessary teacher and provide
ihe money for building the sehool. He
hoped this policy would be persevered in,
for many new schools would be reguired
in the near futuve. During the past
twelve months he had brought under the
notice of the Minister the necessity for
three different new sechools, and in each
case the sehool had been provided. Pro-
bably not a taxpayer in the State would
begrudge the money spent in this diree-
tion, for it would be conceded that these
children were the very best asset the
State had and, elearly, we could not have
too many of them. In this regard he
hoped the Government would seriously
take into consideralion the advisabliity of
imposing a tax on hachelors.

Mr. DWYER: As one who was obliged
to resort to the place very frequently, he
was of opinion that the Titles Office was
altogetber inadequate for the amount of
work being done in that department. The
Attorney General was not to be blamed
for this; as a malter of fact, the Attorney
General had effected =everal improve-
ments in the place, notwithstanding which
the public were still sertously inconveni-
enced and handicapped. To go into the
strong room of the Titles Office where
the certificates of titles to the greater part
of the land of the State were kept, to see
the conditions under which the officers
worked and lo realise the diffieulty that
existed in getting altended to, would serve
to revolutionise one’s ideas of what was
business, In the room upstairs the officers
had not only to take charge of documents
sent in, and collect the fees on them, bui
they had also fo assess the stamp dues.
There should be a division of ihese duties,
There should be one officer whose duty
it would be to assess stamp dues. If this
reform were carried out the revenue of
1the State would probably benefit by it.
Moreover, better and more commodions
premises should be supplied to the officers
receiving the documents, in order that the
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public might be given better treatment
and be more expeditionsly dealt with, The
present strong .room was neither healthy
nor convenient; it was a close, stuffy,
almost insanifary office, and in addition
it was impossible to do bosiness there
with any expedition whatever. [t was
exlraordinary that a penny stamp was
allowed in this State on receipts for all
sims from £2 upwards, whereas, if an
agreement wus drawn up in vegard to the
sale of a chattel, the stamp duty had to
be paid, bhut if it was transferred by de-
livery and a receipt was given, a penny
stamp only was necessary. There should
be a graduated seale for reeeipts, just
as for agreements, beeause a receipt was
evidence of payment, and therefore evi-
dence of an agreement. This was a source
of revenue which, in view of the Hnances,
might receive some attention. The real
gravamen of his complamt was with re-
gard to the want of accommodation in
the Lands Titles Department Loth for
officers and the publie, and the Attorney
General should rectify this state of aifairs
as soon as possible. He ddid not blame
the Attorney General or the oflicers, as
recomnmendations had been made, but
nothing had been done,

Mr. Hudson: It has been mentioned in
the House frequently.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (in re-
ply): The member for Northam (Hon.
J. Mitchell) complained that an inerease
and not a deerease was shown in the De-
partment, and that he could not see where
any economies were being effected. As
the hon. member proceeded, he showed
clearly that the Department was one
wherein to effeet economies wonld he to
commit a serious wrong to the whole
community. Insiead of effecting econo-
mies, that is, instead of cheese-paring in
the administration of justice and the car-
rying out of the laws, it would be neces-
sary, as the population increased, that the
expenditure should increase. One fact
which appeared to increase the expendi-
ture of the Crown Law Department, but
whieh, in reality, did not increase the ex-
penditure. ought to be recognised by the
member for Northam. There had been
transferred to the Crown Law offices an
expenditure of no less than £8,824, as
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follows:—£100 to Solicitor-General, for-
merly paid under Land Titles; £100 to
Clerk of Court accounts, previously paid
from the magistracy vote; £7,000 to wit-
nesses and jurors, previously paid under
the Supreme Court; £550 for Cirenit
Courts, previously paid under the Sup-
reme Court; and £1,000 awards and law
costs, previously paid under the Trea-
sury. That, of course, swelled the Crown
Law estimates, but did not actually in-
crease the expenditnre, There was a de-
crease on the whole of the department.
In the Attorney General’s office there were
some slight increases. There was an in-
crease in salaries paid nnder the reclassi-
fication. There were some new appoint-
ments to meet the reqnirements consequent
on the growth of the country. That meant
an increase of £340 odd. Adequate pro-
vigion had not been made and there would
have to be an exeess in regard to Lhe
matter referred to by the member for
Perth (Mr. Dwyer) in the Land Titles
Office. The work was increasing by leaps
and bounds, and there was much justice
in the lLon., member’s erilicism.

Hon. J. Mitehell: T thought all speeu-
lation in land was stopped, and that there
would be less work.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
was no applieation in that statement.
The inerements in expenditure were due
to the faet that Crown lands were being
brought under the Transfer of Land Act,
and as time went on and leasehold periods
and conditional purehase terms expired,
they were naturally brounght under the
Transfer of Land Act, which was the
most easily administered, and the great-
est safegnard in respeet of expediency
and small expenditure for procuring
titles. The expenditure in the Titles Office
must be inereased. More officers were
necessary; within the last month addi-
tions to the staff had been approved of.
This was necessary, because the volume of
work was becoming enormouns, but while
expenditure went up there would be also
an inerement in revenune. The cost would
be kept down, and it would not be at all
commensurate with the benefits which
wonld be derived. He sympathised with
the member for Perth in the statement
that there was insnfficient accommodation.
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This matter had been exceedingly trou-
blesome to him, not only sinee he had
occupied office but before. The member
for Greenough (Mr. Nanson) had been
reminded by him of the difficulties under
which officers of the Titles Office were
carrying on their work, and he bad en-
deavoured to get some benefits conferred
there. He had approved of certain ad-
ditions to the office aeccommodation, but
the aceommodation requisite eould not be
elaborately undertaken uontil some gen-
eral plan for Government offices was sub-
mitted and carried onr. It was hoped
that the Commonwealth would leave the
post office huilding available for the Siate,
and that wonld provide considernble ac-
commodation, but il would be impossible
to do what should be done, namely,
centralise under one roof as many of the
departments as possible.

Hon. J. Mitechell: There is plenty of
room on this land. .

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
was ng plan for a big eentral office for
all. However, that matter had to rest,
but it would not be lost sight of, and the
enlargements and reforms on the lines
indieated by the member for Perth would
have to be made. Regarding the matter
of the magistracy, much extra expense
would be oceasioned by the fact that quite
a® number of the magistrates had long
leave due to them, and many of them were
taking it. Their places had to be sup-
plied in the best way possible, and that
meant an increment of expenditure in
consequence. That had swollen the Esti-
mates this year. More than one magis-
irate was talking his long leave and others
were due to receive it and provision had
been made for it, but before long there
would have to be a readjustment of the
duties and districts operated by resident
magistrates. Whilst he was deing all he
could to keep down expenditure he had
taken the attitude that he would not try
to eut down one penny that was necessary
for the proseeution of justice throughout
the Siate. He would not be mean or
miserly in the administration of justice
if he eould help it. He previously pro-
phesied that the expenditure of this de-
partment must be increased if it was to
do its duty to the citizens. A new court
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bouse and a larger magistracy were neces-
sary, and in ihe meantime some of the
districts would have to be arranged so
that we would get apparently more ser-
vice from some of the magistrates,
though some of them eould not do more
than they were doing. This would have to
be arranged so that the new districts and
towns coming into prominence in the
heart of what was a few years ago a
wilderness might have justice carried to
them. e sympaihised with the member
for Xatanning in {hat respect, and would
tell him with confidence that the whole
of the work of rearranging the magistracy
anl all appointments had been giving
him mueh concern, and not a little worry.

This concluded the general debate on
the Estimates of the Attorney General’s
Department; vote and items discussed
as follows:—

Votes—Crown Law o fflces, £I7,898;
Ilegtoral, £7,582; Land Titles, £14,294—
agreed to. :

Vote—Stipendiary Muyistracy, £27 465 :

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Attorney
(General shonld not lose sight of the fact
that it was urgently necesary to do some-
thing without delay in connection with
the magistrates. It was quite impossible
for the people in the eountry to be ade-
gnately served, and much loss of time and
expenditure was occasioned by reason of
magistrates not having time to attend
to the many courts over which they were
supposed to preside. Magistrates had to
cover large areas.

Mr., MALE: It was unfair that the
salary of the magistraie of Broome should
be reduced, especially as this officer.
ihrough acting as Commissioner, was able
lo+save the State considerable money in
avoiding the necessity for judges having
lo be senl {0 Broome to try cases. If we
were fo keep up the standard of our
inagistracy the magistrates were worthy
of proper recompense. Broome was a
most important place and the magister-
ial work there was most important.

Mr. GARDINER: It was a most per-
nicious syslem to combine the duties of
resident magistrate and resident medical
officer. In his capacity as magistrate the
medical man had to travel many miles

[ASSEMBLY.]

away from the greatest centre of popula-
tion, and his absence in the case of sick-
ness or accident bad very detrimental
effecls. The system was giving the great-
est dissatisfaction to the people in the
North-West, and wherever possible a man
should be appointed to fill the one eapa-
city only.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
would be well if the reform suggested by
the hon. member could be earried into
effect, but the distrieis were too wide anil
loo sparsely populated, and the Govern-
ment had to vesort to expedients they
would otherwise hesitate to adopt. To
follow the snggestion of the hon, member
would very largely inerease the expenses
of the State, but he had set himself the
task, if possible, to arrange that no oue
should be a magisirate bot one qualified
by training and by actual knowledge of
the law after passing an exzamination;
also that such a man should be purely a
magistrale and not a medieal praectitioner
who might have (o give evidence as medi-
cal practitioner to himself as magistrate.
Tt was all a question of ways and means;
and while nttenlion was being paid to the
matler, no solution had yet been obtained.
In due course, as the State got a little
betier off, the veform suggested by the
hon. member must be carried out, because
the dual positions were anomalons and
could not work in any eircumstanees with
complete satisfaction. In regard to the
magistrate at Broome, if therg was to be
uniformity in ecarrving out the recom-
mendations of the Public Service Cowm-
missioner, it could not be avoided that
Mr. Wood, lhe rvesident magistrate at
Broome, must suffer; but the department
had done all it ecould to remedy the evil,
consistent with the observance of a gen-
eral rnle throughout the publie service.
The magistrale at Broome must admit
that there was some evidence of practical
sympathy on the part of the Crown Law
Deparlment.

Mr. MALE: It was satisfaclory fo
know what the department had done in
the matter, hut it was unsatisfactory for
the magistrate to find his services so ap-
reciated by the reclassifieation that he
got an Irish rise in his salary.
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The Atlorney General:
allowances.

Mr, MALE: It would be well to act
in accordance with the suggestion of the
member for Roebourne (Mr. Gardiner)
where it was possible to apply it, but
there were places in the North-West
where it would he absolutely impossible
to appoint a magistrate irrespective of
other duties. On the other hand a place
like Roebourne justified the appointment
of a magistrate and a medical officer
separately, and wherever possible lbe
Atlorney General should try to overcome
the difficulty of having dual positions,
even if it added to the cost.

The Attorney Geveral: I will aim at
that, 1 can assure the hen. member.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Supreme Court, 11,414 :

[tem, Curator of Intestates’ Hstates,
£288 :

Mr. HEITMANN: Having had some
business in a probate malter recently he
considered there was a lot of unnecessary
work entailed which cost too much. He
was called upon to pay fees to a commis-
sioner for taking affidavits, In the Pro-
hate Office the one partienlar gentleman
who witnessed most of the affidavits re-
ceived all the moneys. Some of the
doenments brought him 1s. 6d. and for
the exhibiis altached he received sixpence,
and this money went into the pocket of
that individual. Te (Mr., Heitmann) had
heen informed that in return for this
privilege the officer had to pay a eertain
swum of money into the revenne. There
must be Tmndreds of pounds going
through in this way ench year, and it was
unfair for people fo have to pay an
officer of the depariment these fees when
thal officer was paid perhaps £400 a year
by the State. Whatever was received from
estates should go into revenue.

The Attorney General : I wish I knew
the officer.

Mr. HEITMANN : The officer was the
Chief Clerk. Another thing he complained
about was that he was compelled to swear
as to the accuracy of a death certificate
which came from the same department
and which was certified to as being cor-
rect. He had occasion to go to this office

Il was in the
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a couple of times and had carried out the
instruetions of Mr. Duncan, the Probate
Officer, for whom he had every respect.

Mr. Hudson: And who is poorly paid.

[Mr. McDowall teok the Chair.]

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member was snrely making an error.
There was no officer in the Cnrator’s de-
partment in receipt of £400 a year, and
there was no clerk who was allowed to
pocket fees. The filing of an affidavit
had to be done before a Commissioner
and the Commissioners were not as a rule
officers of the department. There were one
or two, like Mr. Sherard, who was the
Taxing Master, who were permifted to do
this, Apart from that, fees that were
generally collected by the public servants
were paid into revenne. If there was a
clerk pocketing the fees, he (the Attorney
General) would like to have his name,
s0 that he could be carpeted.

Mr. Heitmann: There is no suggestion
of pocketing.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If it
were Mr. Shevard, he was entitled to
charge by virtne of being a solicitor; he
acted in the capacity of a solicitor in such
an instance.

Mr. HEITMANN: There was no sug-
gestion that there had been pocketing in
connection with these fees. Whatever was
done was done according to eustom, and he
disagreed entirely with the Minister who
stated that an officer of the department
should be paid for this work. There must
he hundreds of affidavits sworn in the
various parts of that Court every week.
Mr. Duncan, who did all the work and
gave all the advice necessary in connee-
tion with the taking of an affidavit, might
be allowed to take an affidavit; he eould
do it just as well and there was no reason
why the money should go into the pockets
of individuals.

The Attorney General: Will you give
me the officer’s name? i

Mr. HEITMANN: The officer was in
the probates office, and his name could
be easily ascertained.

Mr. DWYER : There seemed to be some
misconception about the eomplaint made
by the member for Cue. One could only
gather that the charge he refeired to was
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a departmental one or one which ought
to be a departmental one. As a matter
of fact, ihe charge was not deparimental
in any sense. In coonection with pro-
bates and letters of administration the
law reguired that certnin evidence should
be put before the Court, and that evi-
dence might be given by affidavit which
had to be made hefore a commissioner
for taking affidaviis. Tn additions fo soli-
citors, other persons, for the sake of con-
venienge, were apointed by the Chief
Justice fo (ake affidavits. for which a
certain scale of fees was fixed. In the
ense meniioned by the member for Cue
the fee would have to he paid to some
commissioner for affidavits. and if there
happened to be within the precincts of
the department an officer who was a com-
missioner of affidavits. where was the
harm iu his witnessing the documen( and
receiving Ihe preseribed fee? The fee
was a perfeelly legitimate one for him to
charge.

AMr. UNDERWOOD: There were mem-
bers of two professions in the eivil ser-
vice, the legal and medical, who were al-
lowed to do ouiside work, and thousands
of other eivil servants were not allowed
to do sueh work. TIn the case mentioned
by the member for Cue, an ofiicer of the
Crown Taw Depariment was doing pri-
vaie business in office hours and colleeting
the fee. There was a close corporation
amongst lawyers and doctors, and when
they gol into the civil service they took all
they could out of the service and out of
the public.  Members of those profes-
sions should be (reated the same as en-
gineers and members of any other pro-
fession in the civil service. The member
for Perth said there was nothing wrong
in this officer laking the fee for the affi-
davit, bt when a postmaster acted as
returning officer, the money paid to him
for that work had to be refunded to the
Government. It was the same with other
classes of officers, It was only lawvers
who were hemmed in by a east iron organi-
sation who could do outside work in office
bours. Other public servants were not
allowed to do privaie work even ontside
office hours. 1f a Government engineer
was found to be doing private engineering
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work in his own spare time be would pro-
bably be sacked, yet persons in the Crown

Law Department were allowed to have

these little outside pickings. If such offi-

cers were not being paid sufficient salary

they should be paid more, but they should

not be allowed to drop Government work

and go outside to collect odd shillings and

half erowns.

Mr. HUDSON: There was no solicitor
in the Government service who did pri-
vate praefice. The member for Pilbara
never lost an opportunity of attncking the
legal profession. ~ The great disappoint-
meni of the hon. member’s life had been
that e had vever heen able to enter Lhat
profession. He went io 20-Mile Sandy
to study law, and was surprised when he
returned to Perth and sat for examination
thal he had been reading the wrong books.
Possibly the lhon. memher desired to get
into the legal prefession so that as a com-
missioner for taking affidavits he counld
have obtained these extra half ¢rowns and
shillings; and probably if he had sue-
ceeded he would have done an injustice to
the others in the profession by ecatting the
prices,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In-
quiries would be made, and if it was
found that any Governmenl servant was
making money ouf of his position as a
commissioner of affidavits aelion would
be taken. It would probably be found,
however, on the matter being sifted that
there was some misconeeption.

Vote put and passed. .

Sitting suspended from 6.15 (n 7.30 p.m.

TFiducation Department (Hon, T, Wal-
ker, Minister).

Vole—Education, £272,502:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
The first bright feature regarding the
Education Fstimales must he the inerease.
T am well aware the Govermment will
be aecused of not practising due econo-
my, but I am confident there is no sec-
tion of administration or portion of the
work of government where an increase
would be so little begrudged or so heart-
ily upproved a3 in the matter of educa-
iion. These Estimates are increased by
€33,03% bul (hal increase chiefly covers
amounts paid to teachers, increases of
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wages and of eomfort to those employed
iu training the mind of the young. The
incerease in teacliers’ salaries and allow-
anuces represents £28.951. 1t was one of
the eries at the election, ehiefly by ihe
Labour party, though I will be frank
enough to say, not only by the Labour
pacty, that the teachers, especially in
the lower ranks, were too inadequately
paid. There were Lhose who were re-
ceiving £80 a year wilh no other emolu-
ments and no chance of in¢reasing their
income, devoling the whole day to inform-
ing the minds of our youth. No person,
wale or female, to-day can receive less
than £110 a vear, and many of these
plaeed upon that basis have, since L eame
intu office, been raised so thai wen are
getting practically a minimum of £120
A year.
Fon. J. Mirchell: That is net much.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
[t is not much, and T greaily regret that
the finances of the State are not such as
to enahle ns to still further increase the
salaxies of the teachers, but T am hound
to say that the Edueation Department
-of this State, when compared with tho<e
of the other States of the Commonwealth,
4are paying a larger salary, inadequate and
poor as it may seem, to the lower grades
of the service than is being paid else-
where. The only increase in other items
beyvond this £28,000 is £4982, so that
the teachers have benefited to the ex-
tent of £28,951 by the incoming of the
Labour party.

Hon, J. Mitchell: There are lots of
additional teachers surely.

Mr. Heitmann: The hon. member
stopped their increases for one year.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
With the exception of the inspeetors we
have increases to pay in every instance.
I am well aware there is still room for
generosity, but it must be remembered
that all grades of assistant teachers, men
and women, have been raised, and that
the salaries of all grades of head teachers
except the highest paid, have been raised.

Hon. J. Miichell : Why have they
heen left out?
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Beeause we could not make the moncy
go all vround. We ecould not do more
than exhaust the Treasury, We know
liow the leader of the Opposition has
made a song of the deficit; we know how
the mewmber for Northam was delighted
lo lhear we were getting into debt; bnt
here is the explanation of our debt-—we
are raising the salaries of the poorly-
paid teachers, leaving the highest paid.
at what they were; and then we are told
we ought to give still more and yet we
ought to keep the Treasury full The
two things are incompatible. We are
beiter staffing all the smaller sehools;
we are improving the quavters of the
teachers, and in every aspect we are mak-
ing the lot of the teacher happier and
mare contented. We have not been con-
fined “to the mere paying-cut of money,
but we have been actively engaged in
beitering the conditiou of leachers gener-
ally, so that not only the learhers receive
the henefit but all who atlend the school.
Alteralions have been made to the elas-
stlieation of schools, which are improving
the condifion of the lowesl grade of
head teachers aud  the intermediate
erudes. We have made alteralions in
the tenchers’ certificates, vendering it
more easy for the unclassified teachers
to rise to betier and higher-paid posi-
tions. We lhave recognised by these
steps alone, if we went no further, that
the teachers are the bhody that have to
shape the spivit, the enterprise of the
cuming generation,

Hon. J. Mitchell :
prise in Parliament.

Yet we kill enter-

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
If the hon. member sat on the safety
valve the whole machine would blow up.
The hon. member kills all noble endea-
vour, all great aspirations, all lofty ideas,
with his sneers at whatever is done for
the bhetterment of the State as a whole,
with sneers sueh as wither the suscepti-
bilities, the tender tendencies of those
who are striving for the better. Surely
the hon. member has some appreeiatton
of the work being done for the rising
generalion,  Why does he sneer at it?
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Hon, J. Mitchell: 1 nin nob sneering;
1 am langhing at the hon. member,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Then why does the hon, member giggle?
In all this we have given ambition, a
spirit of progress, a desire for emulation,
ard an ¢motion that fends to aim al gome-
thing loftier and nobler in the service
from the lowest rank upwards. Is that
not something 1o achieve! During
our term of office allowanees have heen
increased fo the first assistants.  That
in itself cosis money and lLelps to swell
the defieit. We have given retiring allow-
anees for female feachers who are about
to be married, betiering their lol and en-
deavouring as far as practicable to re-
ward lbe women in the service as we
would the men, endeavouring as near as
we can fo put the women for like ser-
vices on an equality with (he men. To
those teaching on the goldbields we have
issued free passes lor them and their
Families every second year. We have
mtroduved a systetn of training for the
teacliers who are about teo take charge
of the small country sehools. This in-
volves some expense bul is betier eguip-
ping the serviee by rendering the effici-
eney of the ieachers wmore certain. A
point which has long heen discussed,
which I have heard repealedly debated
i the Chamber, and which has given con-
cern (o parvents and teachers alike, we
hove tackled fearlessly.  Therefore we
have revised the currienlurn, We had a
conference belween the (eachers and the
inspectors, and the teachers have been
civen full opportunily, almosl unprecve-
denied, of expressing lheir views. We
have endeavoured to put upon teachers
and oilicers a spirit of fraternily so that
there shall not be, as it were, Lhe head
bady dictating and Imposing on the tea-

chers their will or their whim or their
1deas. We have sought to bring the know-

ledge of 1he teachers, oblained in aetual
praclice, to bear on the betterment of
teaching generally, and therefore we have
mtroduced this svstem of conferenees be-
tween leachers and inspectors.

Hon. .J. Miltchell; Es that the teachers’
eonference each vear?

. [ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Noj; it s apart from that altogether., We
have brought ihe inspectors and the tea-
chiers fogether ouiside that conference,
which i au annual affair where the tea-
chers meet (o express their views and
give publicity to theiv ideas. [ have said
to the inspectors, “Co among the {ea-
chers and bring the teachers neaver to
you. Tnderstand each oller belier:” and
the ins) eclors required no urging thal the
spirit of the thing was good.  And i has
been pul Lo practice, and on Salurday
morning L am {o meet one of ihe largest
deputation of teachers which bas hilherto
waited on a Minister. They are to bring,
befere me in the presence of the Direclor
ol liduealion their views as eollecled and
pul in ihe form of resolulions for Lhe
consideration of the execniive portion of
the departent. We are arranging for a
more liberal supply of books for ihe
sialler country schools in order that we
may as Far as possible carry ont the ideal
expressed by members in this Chamber,
and certainly the views entertained by
every memher of the Labour party with
reference to (he abolitivn of the fees in
conneciion with modern sechools.

Fon, J. Mitchell interjected.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
We cannot do anxthing right for the hon.
member. ls not the abolition of fees to
help the poorer children? 1 am proud
to tell the hon, member that T moved
a resolution jn the Senate that we should
have no fees for the University.

My, Heitmann : 1 wish you would move
a resplution abont the indeceny haste on
the part of memhers to get positions on
the University.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I think 1 know of only one person who
has applied. T know of no more.

Mr. Ileitmann: Three or four.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That is not correct. It was supposed that
Mr. Andrews, the Inspector Ceneral of
Sehools, was applying but he did not ap-
ply; moreover he did not intend to apply.

Hon, Frank Wilsen: Why should he
not apply?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
1 say so; why should ke not? 1f those
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on the Senate are better fitted than those
not on i, why should they be proseribed?

Mr, Heitmann: It is indecent.

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION:
What is there in a democratic ecommunity
that should stand hefween the ambition
of the poorest 1o reach the highest posi-
tion hetween t(hem and the attainmmeni of
the highest funetions? 1f becauze vou
take one step higher and are on ihe roml
to your complete elevation, why should
vou be proscribed from geing one step
frrther?  bvery position in the land is
upen to every citizen in a demoeralic
community.

Mr. Green: If that were not so the
present Aftorney General would not he
in his present position.

The MINISTER FOR KDUCATION:
If 1 had been born two hundred years ago
of poor parents 1 should have been burned
at the stake as a heretic for being move
advanced in views, better than my
fellows. Now we are in a free community
where there is no hindrance to the poov-
est attaining the highest position if lie
can show he deserves it. 1t is incorrect
1o make charges that those on the Senate
are trying fo get billets for themselves.

Hon. Frank Wilson: There is only one.

Mr, Heitmann: A good many.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I do not like these aecusations founded
on mere rumour, We somelimes hang a
man beeause he is bad, bat let us prove
fhat he is had before we hang him. T
will admit that the remarks of the hon.
member earry some weight. IHe has some
influenee as a member. Iis posilion gives
him infleence, and that influence being
there he should be more guarded in the
way he uses it, At the present lime we
have under consideralion the reorganisa-
tion of the Continuation Classes. Ve in-
tend to put these classes under the super-
vision of a senior inspector, aud to co-
ordinate them with the schools below and
above. In other words we wish to make
the ¥dueation system one organie whole.
We do not wam education (o be in sec-
lions, each upon a different basis, wiih
different ideals and different pnrposes.
We want every factor in our eduecational
syatem to work for the good of the whole
system, and (o he parlt aud pareel of
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the whole system, so that the machine
may work withont frietion, the end being

to turn out edueated citizens. We are
making arrangements for the better

training of apprentices. The other day
a deputation waited on me and drew
aflention to the faet that the apprentices
to the various trades were heing neglected,
that their masters, those to whom they
were apprenticed, were negleeting them,
and that adenuate provision was not being
made in our ferhniral schools for ihe
proper learning of trades. We are devoi-
ing our attention o making better pro-
vision in fhis vespeet, so that we may
have properly educaied tradesmen as part
of the system of edueation. We have in
view the establishment of a secondary
school on the goldfields wext year. [t
was my purpese to have arranged for the
establishment of the schoo! this year. |
have on my desk a letter from the member
for Kalgoorlie, conveying to me expres-
sions of regref that we have not been
able to start the school this year, and 1
am sure I have the sympathy of the Com-
mittee when T mform them that we are
not possessed of the necessary funds to
launch out as we desire. We deem it the
first necessity to expend what funds we
can in paying the lower salaried teachers
bigher salaries, and giving them better
conditions. That having been accom-
plished, secondary education will follow,
and alihough there will he a delay of
about six months, the secondary school
will be established on the goldfields. Tt
need not be thonght that we are going
to shirk our responsibilities there.

Hon..J. Mitehell: Youhavenlot in view.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The hen. member surely has sympathy
with us and there is no need for him to
sneer al what we propose.

Hon. J. Mitehell: | am not sneering.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There are some difficulties in Lhe way,
but we hope to be able to overcome them.
In reference to the farming schools whieh
we purpose establishing at Chapman and
Narrogin

Mr. Male: Agrieultural colieges?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Schools and colleges which will jead to the
Universily. They will be adjunets to the
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Universily, giving practical as well as
theoretical instruction. What will better
please the teaching stoff is the fact that
we purpose establishing an appeal board
for teachers giving them the same rights
in  that respect, that we give to eivil
servants. This is one ot the matlers that
will be diseussed on Sarurday.

Hon. J. Mitehell: Why not bring them
under the Public Service Commissioner
alone?

The MINISTER ¥FOR EDUCATION:
Possibly that is in contemplation, but
there are restrictions and diffienlties
which T eannot see my way to surmount
at the present time. I think we should
give the teachers as much freedom of in-
telleet as possible. We should in 1o wise
make mere machines of them. Tt is the
anre evil of the Public Service Act that
it makes too much a machine of the civil
servaels. I am loth to bring the teacher,
whose mind should always have a certain
amonnt of spring left in it, initiative and
freshness and vigour—I am anvious to
keep from teachers as many resirictions
as possible. What we want there is dis-
eipline only, useful for the preservation
of esprit de corps.

Mr. Heitmann: They are dissatisfied
with the personnel of the board.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
They may be, but T question whether we
coud get any board that would pive uni-
versal salisfaction. I propose to make
the Public Serviee Commissioner the
chairman. He is outside the ranks of the
teachers, and I propose to give the teach-
ers a representative and the department
a representaiive upon that board.

Mr. Heitmann: It looks like two from
the department.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
If it is good enocugh for all others the
teachers will say it is good enough for
them. And why this fear of two from the
department? Surely the department, if
it is a proper department. shonid
have the interests of the teachers at
heart. It shounld not he the cnemy of
the teaching staff. It should be at one
with if, only carrying out the executive
functions, the administrative acts of the
corporation of teachers as a whole. They
are not at deadly enmity. I refuse to be-
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leve if, und | say this of the inspectorial
staff, it is not so now. I am positive of
this.

Alr,
pay.

The MINJSTER FOR BEDUCATION:
Never mind, so long as you obtain the
proper spirit in the inspectorial staff. so
long will the interest and welfare of the
teachers be continued, and I may say that
the reforms carried out during fhe last .
Iwelve mouths econld not have been
achieved if the inspectorial staff bad not
fallen ioto line and assisted the Minister
and teachers, and T am in that respect
bound to do them eredit. So long as a pro-
per spirit is maintained and se long as
the hand is kept in tonch with the main
spring, there is no fear of the enniity
that has existed in the past. It is now
more a hogey of the imagination than a
reality. Not only that, but a proposal
T have not vet thoroughly diseussed with
the inspectors, but which I bhave hinted
at and whieh I intend to bring to pass
unless difficulties which I cannot foresee
now stand in the way, is the appointment
of a board for appoiniments. In other
words, T propose in the elevation of
teachers to a higher grade and to new and
higher and more remunerative positions,
that the selection shall be made by a
hoard instead of being made as at present,
perhaps by the director of education. I
may say for the direetor that T am con-
vinced he tries to do the hest, but it stands
to reason that the inspector eannot know
all the personal gualities of every teacher.
However, as I have said, the appoint-
ment of that hoard has not heen matuaved.
It is a matter which is in  mwy mind
I think it will- be a reform. We pro-
pose a general revision of regulalions, and
I want to say to those who do not under-
stand the work being done in the Eduea-
tion Department that this is the thing
that has moved my pride more than any-
thing clse during the cowrse of my oeccu-
paney of the position of Ministerinl head
it is that the teachers themselves recognisa
that we are endeavouring fo do them good
services, that we have {heir welfare and
interest al heart. Tn the November num-
ber of the Teachers' Journal the leading

Lander: They knew it would not
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article is headed “A year of Change” ;
and they say this—

The year 1912 will long be remem-
hered as the year of great changes
throughout our serviee, changes in the
department staff, changes in the system
of inspecting and examining our
schools, changes in the eurrienlum, and
last but not least changes in the classi-
fication of schools and teachers. And
althongh these changes will not come
into effeet 1111 the beginning of 1913
they really belong to an epoch making
vear in the history of ocur Educational
Department, the year 1912.

Hon. J. Mitcheli: They have not come
into force yet.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I know; the hon. member must point his
spleen even on this. I did think the hon.
member would learn to appreciate what
is being done here. Ile should rejoice
that there is contentment and better spirit
amongst the teachers than existed for-
merly. Does this rouse his envy, does it
annoy him that the Labour party can do
Justice to the teachers?

Hon. J. Mitchell:
article?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
It 1s in the journal. Must the hon. mem-
ber point suspicion even here? Must he
everlastingly be sneering; must the evil
genins of his mind to create these bogies
be ever busy? The article continnes—

To the teacher generally the most in-

teresting thanges made are those econ-

nected with the curriculum and the
examination system, for on these the
whole future of our teachers depend.

We must confess that when we criti-

cised the old order of things monih

after month in our journal we hardly
dared to hope that a change was at
nand; yet within a year our department
has been practieally revolutionised.
That is what the teachers say. Now I
need detain the Commitiee no further ;
the work of the year speaks for itself.

Hon. J. Mitchell: No, the work of the
next year is to speak for it; ihat is what
the journal said.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Ta this year the teachers have spoken.

Who wrote the
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They reeognise the changes that have
taken place, that their elaims are consi-
dered, and sympathetically considered. Tt
is pnot in next year but in this year that
we pay £28,000 more than was paid last
vear in salaries and allowances to teach-
ers—to the lower grades of teachers, leav-
ing the higher. Next year is only the year
of putting in foree those changes made
in this year as to the curriculum, as lo
the establishment of further schools and
as to alterations for the examinations.
We cannot apply them this year, because
the examinations for this year have taken
place. The euwrrienlum imposed before
we came into office has been in operation
this year but we have provided our eurci-
eutum for our next year’s work, which the
teachers have given their unmodified adhe-
sion to and approval of.

Hon. J. Mitchell:
credit next year.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
We take the credit for the changes this
year because the changes are made this
year. Next year our examinations will
be on the new system, and the eurrienlum
will be the curricnlum drawn up afier
much care and thought and attention this
vear. So we take the eredit now for what
is done and aeccomplished now. I only
have this to say, that I regret we cannot
do more and move faster. This young
State, with ifs enormons areas, with il
sparsely scattered population, having
taken the responsibility upon it fo see that
no child is neglected, has not only to find
funds for educating the children in the
metropolis and the postal town, but it
has to follow up the settler in the back-
woods, has to go into country distriets
where only a few years ago nothing but
the howl of the dingo was heard. Noth-
ing but forest for miles and miles, or the
widely extending sandplains. Thither
population is loecating itself and every
little district where areas have been
thrown open for selection is now dotted
with a townsite, and at all these town-
sites we are obliged to build schools and
supply teachers. So when I heard that
ihe incresses in our Estimates rvepresent
the betterment of the teachers, it does not .
embrace all that the State is doing for

You must take the
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education, because in addilion to our Esli-
mates the Works Estimates will show an
increment. New sehpols ave 1o be built,
teachers’ quarters are to be erected in
every porlion of the State, and this re-
quires an enormous sum of money. If
in doing our duty to the rising generation
in this respect we do somewhat fall behind
in the ledger and add to the deficit I feel
confident that this generation and the
next will thank us for not having been
economical in this vespeet, for having
done our duty, building sehools and sup-
plying teachers, making the lot of the
teachers happy, and the prospeets of the
pupils bright. They will encourage us
i lhis eourse rather than discournge or
blame us. 1 say, despite any discourage-
ment, and the evident annoyance at the
course we are taking, we intend (o pursue
that course; and not only are we deter-
mined to do this as regards primary edu-
cation, but the State is willing to invelve
itself in further obligations, and we in-
tend at both ends, nol indeed to be ex-
(ravagant, but to do juslice to the ehildren
of the State. T mean that Parliament will
be asked at no distant daie to find funds
for the bunilding of our own University,
giving us that palriotie feeling that links
all our destinies to the State in which we
live. Hitherto for the higher branches of
learning we have looked abroad. Iarents
have sent their children across the seas to
England or to Lhe Kastern Stales. The
day is at hand when all that knowledge
can bestow, all that intelleet ean acquire,
all that wisdom ean procure, will be with-
in our owa reach, within our own powers,
the birthright, the possession, e elear
right of every son of .ecilizens of this
Rtate,

Mr, HARPER : The Minister for Kdu-
eation was to be complimented on his
eloquent exposition of the Edueation sti-
males. REdueation was one of the great-
est fealures of Western Australia, and ix
this regard the State had been the fors-
most of the Commonwenlth, The Minister
for BEdueation had shown areat enthusi-
asme in lhe educationnal system, The atfi-
tnde of the Government towards education
was the one bricht spot in the Govern-
ment’s policy. The education system of
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Western Aunstralia was on a very salis-
factory basis. Aceording Lo the Minister
for Edueation free passes over the rail-
ways had been given to teachers from the
roldfields. It was only fair lhal ihis
should be done, but il was only fair alsn
that the same concession should be ex-
tended to teachers in the agrieullural
areas, who were just as much entitled io
a railway pass lo the coasi as were the
teacliers of the goldfelds. He hoped the
Minister for Edueation would accept this
suggestion and put it into effect. It would
be wrong to extend a eoncession to ouns
section of the teachers and not to another
equally deserving., It was noticeable, too,
Lhat many of the leachers had had their
positions improved, and received encour-
agement o earry out Lheir great responsi-
bilities. It was regrettable that some of
the higher paid officers had not received
similar consideraiion. OF course the Min-
isler  for Fdueation had to work on
economical lines and could only carry out
inerenses in salaries as far as the finances
would permit. Still, merit should be re-
warded. The Chief Tnspector of Schools
was paid a salary of £510 whereas in the
Fastern States the corresponding position
carried a salary of £800. In Western
Australia the pay of the lower grades was
mueh higher than it was in the Enstern
States, but those in the higher branches
who had shown merit and abilily had nat
been considered to the extent they de-
served, and £510 as agninst £800 in the
Bastern States was certuinly an anomaly
that onght to be remedied. Althouagh the
eduction system had increased very much
the Chief Tnspestor was lower paid now
than he had heen for a considerable time.

The Minister for Fdueation : Not lower;
there has been no lowering of wages, but
1 do sav our inspectors are the lowest
paid of any in the Slates.

Mr. HARPER: Tt was satisfactory to
know thal the Minister recognised that.
The position of Chief Tnspector was a
very responsible one and should meer
with eonsideration. The principal of the
Training College received £352, which
was a higher salary than that of the Chief
Inspector. Tn the other States the Chief
Tnspector was paid a higher salary than
the principal of any training cellege in
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the Commonwealth. Our system of
educalion was one to be proud of, and it
was very wrong that the Chief Inspector
should be paid only £310. There was
also a big difference between the salary
of £750 paid to the Inspeclor General of
Schools and the £1,000 paid in  New
South Wales and Victoria.

Mr. Lander: They have bigger popu-
lations,

My, HARPER : That was so. hut those
officers had more assistance, living was
cheaper in 1he liastern States, and there
were other conveniences much more
readily obtainable. The position of head
of the Siate Tducation Department was
not as well paid as it ought to bhe. He
would like to see the teachers in the
agricaltural areas receiving the same con-
sideration ns those on the goldfields, to
the extent of a free pass to the ecoastal
districts at least once in every tivo years.

The Minister for Eduoeation: They get
it every two years on the goldfields for
themselves and family, but that does not
apply to the agrieultural areas.

Mr. HARPER: The concession should
he extended to the ngrienltural areas. In
many cases the teachers lived in isolated
places away from centres of any import-
ance, and he had the greatest sympathy
with people who had to put up with those
diffienlties.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: The appeal made by
the member for Pingelly in hehalf of
teachers in the outhack portions of the
State other than the goldfields was worthy
of the consideration of the Minister. It
was a splendid innovation on the part of
the Minister to give the goldfields teachers
free passes for themselves and families
every two years, and that privilege should
be extended to other teachels who worked
in isolated distriets.

Mr. Lander: And are poorly paid.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: They were not (oo
well paid. The expense of getting away
from those places was very considerable,
A good number of the teachers were mar-
ried men and for them fo take a holiday
meant a big inrvond into their salaries.
Every teacher should be compelled to go
away for a holiday periodically.

The Premier: Should not that apply te
everybody employed in those localities?
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Mr. 8. STUBBS: Teachers followed a
calling different from that of any other
public servant.

The Premier:
a week,

Mz, 8. STUBBS: The Premier did not
guite realise that the work of a teacher
required great patience and aptitude, and
it was a big strain on any person, whe-
ther man or woman, to be constantly
iraining the young month after month
and year after year. Those officers re-
quired a great deal more encouragement
than many people realised in the ardnous
duttes they performed. His father lLad
been a school teacher in Victoria, and it
was quile true that the average person
did not know the great strain whieh a
teacher had to bear if he performed his
duty faithfully. He hoped the Minisler
would see his way clear to grant the teach-
ers in agricultural distriets a free pass on
the sawme eonditions as their fellow teach-
ers on the goldfields. He could not follow
the member for Pingelly in saying that
the salaries of the inspectors should be
increased. The Opposition had been cri-
ticising the Government for not praectis-
ing economy in the departments, and if
we were earnest in the advocacy of econo-
my, we eould hardly ask the Government
to inerease the salaries of mnen alrendy
drawing £500 a year.

They work five days

Mr. Harper: There are only one or
lwo.
Mr. 8. S8TUBBS: The teachers should

be paid well, and when the opportanity
accurred to give the lower branches of
the service a lift it would be wise to do
g0, If the Minister could give all teach-
ers and their wives and families a free
pass every two years, it would be money
well spent and would enable those officers
to go back with renewed energy and ability
to their important work of training the
young.

Mr, DWYER: One could not allow (he
occasion” fo slip without congratulating
the Minister and the Edueation Depart-
ment generally on the great strides that
had been made in education matters gen-
erally in this State even during the last
{welve months. The record of edueation
in regard to the numbers educated, the
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attendance of the scholars and the general
inerease in the salaries of “teachers, was
one any young country might well be
prond of. We had not yet reached the
acme of perfection, but Rome was not built
in a day, nnd our strides twords that goal
must be gradual, beeause no Government
could stand a large inecrease all at onee
in the salaries in any particular depari-
ment. The Minister might well be proud
of the increase from year to year in the
average nttendance of scholars, and more
paritenlarly in the percentage of altend-
ance to enrolment, which was about the
highest for Australasia. That percentage
was now 834.21, an achievement which
any country would be prouwd to claim.
One might be pardoned for calling the
attention of hon. members to a diagram
in the report of the Education Department
whiech showed that from 1872, when the
Edueation Aect firsl came into operation,
to 1894 the advance was infinitesimal,
but from 1894 up to the end of 1911, hoth
the attendance and the enrolment had
taken n sudden leap and had maintained
that progress, so that in the graphie dia-
gram it rose almost at a right angle. Few
countries could show such a record in the
same time in regard to increase of effici-
ency, enrolment, and aitendaoce. One
matter of regret was the falling off in the
pereentage of children over 14 years of
~age wha were attending the primary
schools. Tn 1907 the percentage of child-
ren over 14 to the total enrolment stood
at 6.3; in 1908, 5.6; in 1909, 5.7; in 1910,
4.5; and in 1911, 4.3.

Mr. Heitmann: The secondary school
lias made some difference.

Mr, DWYER: Undoubtedlv the seec-
ondary sehool had made a difference, and
if those children were acecounted for by
the incrensed attendance at the Modern
School and the other secondary schools
the figures might he taken as satisfactory.
Otherwise it was sad to notice {he falling
off in the attendance of children over 14.
There was an increase in the salaries of
teachers over 1910-11. The average salary
was £143 12s. 5d4., and in the previous
year it was £141 17s. 94., so they were
on the np-grade, and for the present year,
he believed, thanks to the present Mini-
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ster, there would be a further increase.
1E there was any civil servant who de-
served to be well rewarded and to have a
salary commensurate with his importance
fo the eowmunity it was the teacher, be-
cause to no wan shonld we look for better
results than the teacher. There were a
few anomalies in the Esiimates which the
Minisier should reconcile. The chief in-
spector of schools was receiving only
£510 per annum. The inspector of
schools, presumably the senior inspector.
was receiving £504 so it appeared that the
officer who was (ranslated from the posi-
tion of senior inspector to that of chief
mnspector of schools received the muni-
ficent increase of £6 per anoum for all
the additional responsibilities and dulies
which the promotion entailed. He hoped
the Minister would find means to rewaxd
this officer adequately to the position.
Surely if he was worth £504 as senior
inspector he was worth more than £510
as chief inspector. From an intimate
knowledge of the department in which
he worked for 10 years, he knew the chief
inspector’s duties which involved the ex-
aminations, the promotion and classifica-
tion of teachers, and filling the position
of lhrector of Eduealion and Under-
Secretary in that official’s absence, and
in fact he was the chiel administrative
officer of the department next to the
Director. He congratulated the Minister
on institating one of the finest system of
secondary edncation that obtained in any
of the States in the shape of the Modern
Sehool.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Which Minister?

AMr. DWYER: The late Minister far
initiating it and the present Minister for
carrying it to fruition. He recently
visited the institution and saw the pupils
at work and the State might well he
proud of the school on aceount of its
work, the execellent system, the discipline
maintained, and the general tone dis-
played by the students. The curriculum
was enlirely satisfactory and no more
satisfactory display of the best educa-
tional methods could he found. The
Modern Sechool was not sufficient to eope
with the requirements of Perth. There
onght to be either increased accommoda-
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tion or another school should be estab-
lished, not perhaps on precisely similar
lines, but perhaps more on the lines of
the classical edueation in older places.
The opportunity was presented to the
Minister to settle the trouble in econnee-
tion with the High School. State educa-
tional institutions from the university to
the primary school should charge no fees.
Their doors should he open to those who
showed by examination or otherwise that
they had the ability to take advantage of
the instruetion offered. It was not just
to give any institution a big portion of
the funds of the State by way of land,
endowment, or emolument, and not get
something for the State in return. The
solution of the difficulty was that if this
land was to he given to the High School
that sehool should become one of the
secondary schools having a vote on the
Estimates and the edueation should be
free, as it would shortly be free,
to the students of the Modern School.
There was ample room for two State
secondary schools, and the Minister might
well consider this reasonable solution of
the diffienlty. To say that the State
should denude itself of valuable proper-
ties and receive little or nothing in return
was justice ran mad for the sake of a
mistaken sense of gratitude.

Hon., J. MITCHELL: It was his de-
sire to correct an impression which the
Attorney General seemed to hold that
members of the Opposition objected to
an increase in the educational vote. While
every member desired that the greatest
possible economy should be practised in
conneetion with the State finances, if
there was one thing on which inereased
expenditure must be made it was in con-
nection with education. Year after year
there had been an increase, and righily
s0. The increase this year, was £33,000.
The Minister had been called upon to
open many new schools and it was a
wonder that the increase was not greater.

The Minister for Education: New
schools come under the department of the
Minister for Works.

Hon. J. MITCHETL: This amount in-
cluded salaries paid to teachers all over
the State.

3761

The Premier: That is not the total in-
crease on the Estimates for edueation.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Of that he was
quite aware. Many new schools had been
opened, and the teachers had to be paid
and the increased cost of running the de-
partment had to be borne, and it was re-
markable that the inerease was not
greater. There was no desire to take
from the Minister the credit for increas-
ing the salaries paid to country teachers.
The salary paid, £110, was still a low
one and the Minister would realise that
it was equal to less than Ss. a day.

My, Turvey: It is mueh more than your
Government aftempted to do. You
stopped their inerements.

Hon. 7. MITCHELL: The member for
CGrreenongh (Mr. Nanson) had informed
him that the minimum was inereased to
£110 during his term of office.

The Minister for Education: It was
not.
Mr. Nanson : Then it was sanctioned.

The Minister for Education: I did it..

Hon. J. MITCHELL : Even £110 was
a very moderate salary for & man to
sustain himself upon. The Minister was
anxious to have credit, not only for
all that had been done, but for what
would be done next year.

The Minister for Education: You
need not give me credit for anything,
but I do not want discredit.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The Minister
promised thet there should be a second-
ary school on the goldfields, and he
had hoped to see one established at
Northdam. We heard of agricultural
high schools; we heard from the Minister
for Education they were under con-
sideration, and that one was to be
established at the State farm, Narrogin ;
but it was to be hoped that one would be
established at Northam, where there was
already a fine school and an agricultural
centre of some importance. It would be
better to spend money in establishing
agricultural high schools in such centres
a8 Northam than to establish a secondary
school in Perth, which was already well
supplied in this respect apart from the
Modern School. The Modern School
was established long before the present
Ministry came into office. The leader
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of the Opposition had been abused
because he had not done all that members
imagined he should have done, but
when in office the leader of the Oppo-
sition did a hundred times more than
present Ministers had done for education.
He had established the Modern School,
and was responsible for the Technical
School as we now knew it.

The Premier: And he waa responsible
for charging fees.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
for Education was entitled to some
credit, because he had done good work,
and he would have plenty of opportunity
to get credit in the future. That should
be sufficient for him without his de-
tracting from the work of those who
preceded him.

The Minister for Education: T have
no desire to detract from anyone.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The country
was being constantly reminded of the
good things that came from the present
Minister, and comparisons were made.
Tonight the Minister read a leading
article from the Teachers’ Journal, which
might well have been written by a very
warm friend and admirer of the Minister.

The Minister for Education: I do
not even know the writer.
Hon. J. MITCHELL : The Minister

read that article in order that it might
be belioved that he had achieved wondera
during the past twelve months.

The Minister for Education : No.
I read it to show that the teachers were
satisfied with the work done. Do not
misrepresent, do not talk about detract-
ing.
g!Hon. J. MITCHELL : The Minister was
very keen on getting credit in advance.
He could get it without getting it from
the Teachers’ Journal published by his
own officials. The best thing that could
be said of that article was that something
was to be done in 1913. The Minister
should see that schools were opened
in the country where they were needed,
and that proper buildings should be
provided, and teachers’ accommodation.
He had written to the Minister asking
for the erection of quarters at Southern
Brook, where a school had been estab-
lished for many years, and no doubt
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the same thing applied in many other
agricultural centres. It was necessary
that sufficient and adequate quarters
should be provided for the teachers
who were obliged to live away often from
civilisation and at long distances from
the nearest habitations,

The Minister for Education: You do
not wish to infer that we are doing
nothing in that respect ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: After the
speech of the hon. member, one could
hardly say that. It was to be hoped
that at the end of 1913 we could con-
gratulate the Minister on having pro-
vided many schools and quarters in
different centres, It was the action
of the past Government in opening up
the country and settling people on the
land that had provided our energetic
Minister with so much opportunity for
work and ‘made it imperative on the
department to see that the wants of
the people were supplied. The provision
of suitable accommodation for the teach-
ers was just as necessary as the building
of schools and as increases in salary.

Mr. TURVEY : The Minister deserved
every congratulation for the very en-
courgaing report he gave the Committee
on the work accomplished during the year
and that already in hand in regard to
education. Magnificent work had been
done, not only by the present Government
but by past Governments, so that
our education systemn was one to be proud
of. We had a vast State, with schools
dotted almost over every part. Wherever
the pioneer was and wherever the track
was blazed, the State followed with a
school. There were 250 schools in the
State in 1902 ; to.day the number was
over 500. The number of schools had
doubled in about nine years, and there
were 33,000 scholars enrolled. It was
significant that in the last report of the
department it was shown that for 1910.11
the percentage of attendance to enrol
ment was higher than in any previous
year. Muny factors brought this about,
among them being the grand work the
department was doing in the systemn of
medical inspection of children. In con.
sequence of that medical inspection
systematically carried out the health of
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the children was materially inecreased,
bringing about a better attendance.
Another factor contributing to the in-
creased attendance was the method
adopted by the teachers of to-day. The
whole systemn of teaching had been
revolutionised. Children were not afraid
of going te school. Instead, they com-
plained if detained by their parents
from attending for even a day. This
apoke wvolumes for the good methods
sdopted by our teachers. An important
factor adding to the cost of the education
system was that of our 500 schools there
were 270 with an average attendance of
legs than 20 children, more than half our
schools thus having a low average
attendance and increasing the cost per
head of the average attendance. This
for 1911 worked out at £5 10s. 6}d., as
against £5 63, 114d. in 1910, and £7 8s.
8d. for the same period in New South
Wales. The total expenditure of the
Education Department for the year for
which we had a report was £202,176,
which worked out at s cost per head of
the populaticn of the State of 14s. 64d. ;
and although much had heen done by
the various Governments in assisting
education in this State, and notwith-
standing our small population and the
immmense area over whith our schools
are scattered, the total cost per head of
tho population was only l4s. 61d. against
over 148. per head in the State of New
Bouth Wales. Reference had been
made by various speakers to the salaries
paid to our State school teachers. At
the present time we had over 1,100
teachers employed in the Education De-
partment and teachers of all grades.
‘The average salary for all adult teachers
was £141 17s. 9d. in 1910 and £143 125,
5d. in 1911. He regretted he had not
the figures for the year just ended, but
taking the report for 1911, the salaries of
head teachers it was found had not been
increased in that year, but decreased.
Whereas in 1910 the average salary was
£155 01, 2d., in 1011 the average was £1564
11s. 43d. On the other hand, the salary
of the assistants in our schools had in-
creased from £128 143, 3d. in 1910 to
£131 Ils. 4d. in 1911. While he be-

lieved that our assistant teachers should
{130}
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be well paid he regretted to know that
the average salary of the head teachers
hed decreased.. In a State like ours that
should not be the case. No doubt a
gonsiderable alteration had been made
according to the report the Minister had
given thet evening, but he (Mr. Turvey)
could only quote from the reports of the
department which were available. How-
ever, the Minister had pointed out that
increases had been made this year to the
extent of £28,000, and whilst it wadiresalised
that that was & big amount, at the same
time it should be pointed out that the
other States were also increasing the
salaries of their teachers. An inter-
jection was made by the member for
Northemn that he was surprised that the
Minister had only raised the salaries of
the lower paid teachers. The Govern-
ment however, were to be commended
for their action in this respect. He con-
gratulated the Government on having
started at the right end, and whilst much
more could be done in the way of im-
proving the salaries of teachers, still
every credit should be given to the
Government for having in their brief
tenure of office faced the situation.
The Attorney General pointed out that
the salary of the junior male teachers
had been raised to €116, and he hoped
that it would soon be increased to £120.
The Inspector General, when speaking
at 8 recent conference, told the teachers
there that it was generally recognised
that the teacher had the work of a nigger,
the pay of a navvy, and the life of a dog.
The teacher, however, did not even have
the pay of & navvy, but he very often had
the life of a dog. The Premier made
rather & surprising interjection when he
said that the teachers only worked five
or six deys a week and for very short
hours. Surely the Premier was not
serious ; if he was he had no knowledge
of the work of teachers in the State.
Reference was also made by the Minister
to improvements in the curriculem. In
the past the policy adopted by the de-

‘partment was to have the same curri.

culam in country schools as that which
obtained in the towns. In the eity
schools, or in the schools of the larger
centres, we found one teacher, and some-
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tines two to a single class, and in the
past we found the inspectors going out
to the country schools where there was
one teacher, a male, and sometimes a
lady teacher in charge of seven standards,
and perhaps three classes of infants. He
{Mr. Turvey) had seen them in charge of
10 classes, and the inspector would walk
into that school and set the same standard
for the children that perhaps he had
given the day before in & city school. It
was satisfactory to know that that state
of things had been altered. 1t was
pleaging to hear from the Minister the
aceount of the conference which had
taken place between the represeritative
tenchers and the inspectoriel staff. They
met to discuss the curriculom that
should Le adopted and he congratulated
the Minister on having inaugurated such
a conference, hecause it would not only
be conducive to the contentment of the
teachers, but it would be conducive to
the better education of our children; and
therefore prove of material benefit to the
State. Anocther pleasing feature was
the fact that a scheme had been initiated
now whereby the inspectors when they
went into the schools, regarded it
ag their duty to help the teacher rather
than to criticise. The trouble in the past
was that the inspectors—and he sup-
posed they were carrying out the policy
promulgated by the Minister in charge—
were looked upon more as deteetives
than anything else. It sometimes hap-
pened that an inspector would go into a
school where a teacher had Dbeen doing
good work, conscientiously and whole-
heartedly, and waiting for the annoual
inspection to come round, and the in-
spector, after two or three hours’ stay,
would criticise the work of the tencher
to such an extent that the teacher was
made absolutely despondent as far as
his dutieswere concerned. It wassatisfac-
tory to know that that wasa policy of the
past and that the inspectors could to-day
enter a school and make the teacher feel
at once that they were there to assist and
encourage and give them a lifting hand.
This was what teachers in the back blocks
needed, because very often they lived
the lives almost of hermits. He would
like to see & system of central classes
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established and it could be done with
very little increased cost. The exist-
ing system, though it was conducive to
good results, was not giving the child
of the settler outback s fair chance to
compete for scholarships or for entrance
to the Modern School. A system might
be established whereby the leading
school in every agricultural district, and
not in any big area, should be made a
sort of central school. On the Great
Southern line, for instance, the schools at
Narrogin, Wagin and Katanning might
well be made central schools for the
surrounding districts where children could
be sent and given the opportunities that
were at present denied to them. The
Minister  might also make provision
to grant children desirous of attending
the central schools free passes on the
railway. The policy adopted by the de-
partment so far as the country schools
were concerned was to limit teaching to
what was known as the fifth standard in
the State schools. In many State
schools, when a child reached that stan-
dard, he was told by the teacher that
nothing more could be done for him,
and it frequently happened that the
parent was not sufficiently affluent to
pay for that child’s attendance at &
central school.  With reference to the
appeal board, gome better scheme should
be introduced than that of having the
Public Service Comunissioner as Chair-
man., The Minister pointed out that he
had not yet decided this question, but
when he reconsidered the matbter it was
to be hoped that he would arrive at
another decisinn. Perzonally, he had
the greatest confidence in the Public
Service Commissioner, but the teachers
having heard that there was a possibility
of that officer being appointed Chair-
man were discontented. The Minister®
might do everything in his power to
remove that feeling of discontent. An-
other matter he desired to refer to was the
fecling of dissatisfaction amongst the
teachers regarding the repeal of a certain
regulation. The Minister had this matter
in hand and prohably some slight error
was made or certain facts were overlock-
ed. However, the teachers had bheen.

very much dissatisfied when that new
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regulation was published, and, knowing
from & conversation with the Minister
that there was likely fo be some change
made in that direction, he trusted that
when the Minister met the conference
on Saturday morning next, the Minister
would give the teachers an assurance
that the regulation would not be per-
mitted to continue in force. He con-
gratulated the Education Department
on the grand work it was doing in connec-
tion with the penny savings bank. It
was not generally known to the people of
the State that the Education Department
was encouraging thrift among the children
and inducing them to save their pennies.
‘The system of school savings banks had
been started in 1907, and hed steadily
increased. In 1910 the individual ac-
eounts numbered 7,246, the total sum
stending to the eredit of the children in
that year being £10,324, To-dry 13,131
children &t our State schools had accounts
at the Savings Bank, the sum standing to
their collective credit being £15,043.
Tpon this the department was heartily
to be congratulated. In the last pub-
lished report the Chief Inspector had
made reference to our pioneer teachers
and expressed the hope that something
wonld be done for them. As a result of
the higher standard of our examinations
and the consequent difficulty teachers
-experienced in passing these examinstions
some of our older teachers who had done
excellent service were gradually slipping
back. It was a wrong system that de-
manded of a public servant that he should
be continually passing examinations to
keep right up with his fellow teachers.
Something more should be done to help
these pioneer teachers ¥ In his lagt re.
port the senior inspector had touched
upon the subject of the pioneer teachers
-and concluded with the hope that their
services would be fully recognised. He
(Mr. Turvey) expressed the same hope, and
trusted that the Minister would lock into
the matter. The unwieldy classes which
teachers had to handle was another point
-cf_.lling for attention.

The Minister for Education :
Jis already in process of alteration, '

Mr. TURVEY : It was good to
hear that that was so, because in this

That
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respect we were much behind any other
part of the world, our teachers having
had to deal with classes containing as
many as 100 children. He hoped the
Minister would, a8 time went on, take
every opportunity of lessening the cost
imposed upon poorer parents by the
necegsary provision of school books.
This was a cost that, to & large extent,
could be kept down by preventing the
frequent changes of school books. To-
day more importance than ever was being
given to literature in our State schools,
and rightly so too; but parents were
asked to provide their children with
readers and supplementary readers, snd
frequently a change of inspectors resulted
in a change of books. He had seen this
happen time after time, and the Minister
ought to issue instructions that this
matter should be closely watched. It
would be seen that it was no small
matter when he told the Committee that
a change of inspectors sometimes imposed
vpon parents an expenditure of any-
thing up to one pound for a new set of
books. Again attention should be given
to the infusing of a little more of the
Australian element into our school books.

The Minister for Education: That is
right in line with what we are doing.

Mr. TURVEY : Hs was glad to hear
this. He realised the grand work the
Minister was doing, As to the appoint-
ment board suggested by the Minister,
he thought such a board was necessary ;
because, at least until a little while ago,
there had been no definite system of
eppointmentes in the department, no
system of bringing asbout promotions
and appointments.

The Minister for Education :
in hand.

Mr. TURVEY : The Minister seemed
to have everything in hand. It was
gratifying to have these promises and
assurances frorn the Minister. A sug-
gestion had been made by the member
for Pingelly (Mr. Harper) that firee
railway passes to the coast should be
granted to teachers stationed in agricul-
tural districts, just as was done in the
case of the goldfields teachers. This
sentiment he ocould heartily endorse,
and he hoped the Minister would see his

That is
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way to extending that privilege to
teachers in remote agricultural centres.
Of course the difficulty would be found
to lie in the provision of the money.
Frequent requesta had been made for
the establishment of agricultural schools.
Agricultural education was a matter
which must be taken geriously in hand ;
it should not be neglected any longer.
In Mr. Sutton. of the Agricultural
Departmens, we had an officer of the
very highest attainments, whose co-
operation could well be sought by the
Education Department with a view to
instituting & system of agricultural
education. He congratulated the ¥in-
ister on the encouragement given in
sparsely peopled districts by way of
driving granta for conveying children
to school. The sum spent annually in
this direction approximated £3,000.
There were other branches of education
he would like to deal with, but he did
not wish to detain the Committee at
any greater length. He realised the
grand work being done, and recognised
in the fullest degree the manner in
which the Minister had already re-
volutionised the department. He trusted
the Minister would go on with the
progressive policy adopted.

Vote put and passed.

Department of Public Works (Hon,
W. D. Johnson, Minister).

Vote—Public TWoerks and Buildings,
£301,158 :

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson}: Last year has been
the busiest year ever experienced in
the Works Department smee 1897-8
and, in consequence, one feels inclined
to dwell at great length on the work
that has been done during the past
twelve months, But I propose to re-
strain myself in this regard and simmply
deal as briefly as 1 can with the items
of expenditure, giving details as to
how the increased expenditure has been
inewrred, so that members and the
country may know how the public
funds are distributed in the Works
Department. The expenditure last
year from Loan funds was £1,320,433
and from Revenue, £206,185; from
Property Trust Account £24,892, or a
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total of £1,551,490 for the year sas
conpared with £1,206,148 last year, a
difference of £345,342. The details in
connection with this expenditure are
as follows :—Under the heading of rail-
way construction the expenditure last
year was £087,779 as compared with
£496,678 in 1910-11. I want to draw
hon. members’ attention to this, because
we have of late heard a considerable
amount of what can only be called clap-
trap spoken in regard to the want of
expedition on the part of the Govern-
ment in the matter of railway construc-
tion. Never in the history of the State
has railway construction been forced
along with greater expedition then during
the lagt twelve months. Not only have
we started railways in a manner that
will guarantee economy and speedy con-
struction, inasmuch as we have the
material ready before we start construc-
tion and do not start before we are ready.
but we have adopted the system of start-
ing the more lengthy lines at both ends-
This applies t¢ the Wongen Hills-Mul-
lewa line. I regret to say that we have
not been able to put this system into
operation at the Mullewa end for the
reason that the rails were not ordered
in time by our predecessors, and were
not available. Our earthworks are out
60 miles and no rails are laid. This does
not tend to economical construction,
but it will not occur again while the
present Government are in office. At
Wongan Hills we have made & fair
start and the sleepers and rails will be
available to construct that end on wup-
to-date lines. As an instance of expedi-
tion, I may refer with a great deal of
pride to the construction of the line
from Quairading to Nunajin. That line
was started in May and for some months
now material and planthave been carted
over it by our construction train for the
settlers during the present harvest season.
The length of that line was 48 miles
and it is worth comparing with the
Dumbleyung extension of 24 miles. We
have built double the length of line in
just half the time, and the cost of con-
struction compares¥almost equally as
favourably. Consequently, one can refer
to these matters with a great deal of
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pride, more particularly because mem-
bers on the Opposition side, the Press,
and a number of Liberal supporters have
been erying out that railway construction
has been delayed. The party at pre-
sont in power introduced the system of
agricultural railway construction ; they
believed in the policy then, and are
carrying it out in an active manner at
the present time. The other details to
which I refer are harbours and rivers—
. 1911-12, £208,208, as compared with
£175,807 in 1910-11; water supply and
sewerage—19011-12, £122,663 ; 1910-11,
£109,669 ; under the wvote for the de-
velopment of agriculture, road clearing
in agricultural areas—1911-12, £37,186 ;
1910-11, £17,394; water supply in
agrieultural  aveas—1911-12, £89.506;
1910-11, £26,660; drainage works—1911-
12, £30,073; 1910-11, £15,338; abattoirs,
cold storage, eteetera—1911-12. £6,312:
1910-11, £7.128: voads and bridges—

1911-12, £86,010; 1910-11, £110,442:
publie buildings—1911-12,  £184,251;
1910-13,  139953; salaries.  incidental
and  miscellaneous--1911-12.  £99,502;
1910-11,  £107,079. I quote these
ficures as elear evidence that the

money expended has heen expended
mainly in developmental works. The
reductions that have taken place are
in works which cannot compare with the
works that have been expedited. I just
want to refer to the expenditure from
Loan Funds on public buildings. We
have been accused of increasing the
loan expenditure on public buildinga.
and members on the other side have
twitted us that such expenditure is con-

trary to public policy and contrary to .

the plank of our own platform that loan
moneys should only be expended on
reproductive works. While it is true
that we have spent £87,060 from Loan
Funds on public buildings, no less than
£79,000 of that sum represents liabilities
incurrad prior to the present Govern-
ment taking offic, and was mainly in-
curred on buildings started and contracts
let for schools. It is not, as the Es-
timetes will prove, the policy of the
present Government to unduly expen‘d
loan money on public buildings. We

recognise that this expenditure is not
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sound and we propose to get awax from
it at the earliest possible moment, and
already we show a wvast improvement
on this year’s Istimates. Turning now
to the revenue expenditure, wo have
expended during the last year £208,165
as compared with £161.476 expended in
the previous year, and the expenditure
from Property Trust Account of £24,892
represents & dearease of £9,964. During
the year a number of concerns have been
handed over to the Publiec Works De.
partment which have increased the re-
sponsibility and labour in that depart.
ment to a very great extent. As a
consequence the QGovernment found it
necessary to establish a new department
in the form of & combined Water Supply
Department. I do not want hon. mem.
bers to imagine that it was altogether
because of the increased responsibility
in the Works Department that this new
department was formed ; we did it
because wo wanted to separate the two
concerns, and also for the more im-
portant reason of bringing about greater
efficiency and economy in administration.
I do not propose to deal with the Water
Supply Department now because it is
dealt with separately in the Estimates,
and I will have something to say regard-
ing it when that wvote is reached.
The future of the Public Works
Department will be principally con-
fined to the construction of railways,
roads and bridges, harbours, rivers,
public buildings, abattoirs, and cold
storage, and the management and con-
trol of a few trading concerns, such as
the State sawmills and the Boya quarry.
Although this quarry is small to-day
I am of opinion that it will become the
main quarry for public purposes, and the
Federal Government are making inquiries
as to whether we can supply them with
stone for the naval base. The quarry
is already equipped with up-to-date
machinery and is supplying stone to
the municipalities and roads boards
at a cheap rate compared with that which
has been paid in the past. We do not
look for a profit from the supply of this
stone because we look on the local bodies

as semi-public bodies. One of the in-
creased responsibilities which the depart.
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ment took over during the year was the
administration of the Municipal Act.
This was taken over because the Govern-
aent considered that we should combine
and concentrate the various Acts cover-
ing local bodies in one office and in one
branch of the department. Previously
the roads boards were controlled by
the Works Department, and the muni-
-cipalities by the Colonial Becretary.
There was a lack of uniformity and of
that check which is necessary to see that
the cost of administration of local
bodies is kept down to a minimum.
By this combination we have expert
officers devoting their attention to local
government affairs, and we are able to
avail ourselves of the services of the
traffic inspectors, who have been appoint.-
-ed under the Roads Act; and those
gentlemen, in addition to doing wonder-
fully good work in the fields in checking
expenditure and seeing to the admin-
istration of the Act, are able to give
us valuable information in regard to
4he administration of municipalities.
During the year special attention has
been devoted to bringing about greater
-economies, particularly in the admin-
istration of roads boards. A great
deal has been done in this matter,
boundaries have been altered, and boards
have been amalgamated, and we have
been able up to date to abolish no less
than four municipalities and join them
in with the roads board districts surround.
ing. By Lknocking the administrations
into one, we have brought about 3reater
efficiency and greater economy. I hope
that as time progresses we will be able
to do more in this direction, and tend
to bring about as much uniformity as
possible in regard to the administration
-of the Municipal and Roads Acts, so that
eventually we can reach a stage when
we can have one Local Government
Act governing all these bodies. The
maian difficalty I have experienced during
the year is to find some solution in
regard to the control and maintenance
of main roads. We know that generally
speaking the main roads in the last

few years have got into a deplorable
<condition. More especially doea this
apply to the main trunk road between
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Perth and Fremantle. A great many
schemes have been submitted, but all
entailing & financial responsibility that
the Government were not prepared to
shoulder. But I am of opinion that
if the Traffic Bill now before another
place becomes law, under that measure
we will be able to introduce & new
system in the way of subsidising license
fees that wilt form the foundation of
a fund for the general upkeep of main
roads, and introduce a system that
will be in advance of anything existing
in Australia. This difficulty in regard
to main roads is not confined to Western
Australia. We find the same agitation
to-day so far as local government in
New South Wales and Victoria is con-
cerned in regard to the maintenance
of main roads. In New South Wales
a system has been adopted of estab-
lishing a special board to deal with
main roads, but I do not think it is
a sound proposition or that it will
prove economical. I believe that the
system we propose of allowing the
lccal bodies to do the work and sub-
gidise the fees they collect will prove
a better system, and if the Traffic Bill
is passed ea framed by the Government
it will assist us in that direction.
Turning to the Estimates for the year
the total provided is £301,878 as ‘com-
pared with last year's figures £234,280,
an increase of £66,878. The principal
items malking up the increase are the
harbeur workshops at Fremantle, £33,200
and the expenditure in regard to the Boysa
quarry, £9,950. This expenditure was
previously shown in a different manner,
but the Government considered that
Parliament should have an opportunity
of discussing these items, and they have
placed them on the Iistimates, and on
the other side it is anticipated that from
these two trading concerns we will
receive a revenue of £45,000, or, in other
words, while we increase our expenditure
we will make a profit by increasing our
revenue. These concerns are not run to
make big profits.  In regard to the Boya
quarry, we are supplying road metal
to the local governing bodies at prac.
tically cost price, Exactly the same
thing applies to the Fremantle workshops.
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Our daties are confined to doing de-
parsmental or CGovernment work and
consequently we do not look forward to &
profit, but I would point out that the
workshops are now run on strict business
lines. The management has been salter-
ed, general improvements have been
effected, and to-day, I think we have
at Fromantle a good administration of
those shops. In regard to the cost
charged for work done, a smeall margin
of profit is allowed for, but we allow de-
preciation at 74 per cent. on buildings,
§ per cent. on plant, and interest at the
rate of 4 per cent. on the capital cost,
and we also allow for ground rent and
general administrative expenses. 1 point
this out because it is generslly con-
sidered by outside firms when we
are tendering for departmental work
against them that we do not allow
these percentages, but we do allow
them in every case, and up fto date we
have been able to compete successfully
with them and a considerable increase
of departmental work is finding its way
into the Fremantle shops. The pro-
vigion made for roads is £63,797, com-
pared with £56,700 last year, or an
increase this year of £7,097. The Govern-
ment have repeatedly steted that we
believe in encouraging the roads boards.
We look upon them as the main con-
tributors towoards general development

of the State. We do not want in any-

way to hamper them ; rather we want
to encourage them, and we are encourag-
ing them this year by increasing the
expenditure from public funds. 1 am
prepared to admit this only represents
the amount necessary to pay the in-
creased subsidy on the increased amount
of rates which will be collected, and also
to provide for the new roads boards
which will be established owing to the
increase in the aren under cultivation
and the increased population. The in-
crease in salaries is £1,900, and this is
mainly accounted for by the roclassi-
fication of the service and the increase
of the expenditure on public works
generally already rveferred to. There is
an increase of £3,530 on harbours and
rivers ag compared with last year. This
is mainly due to the Gevernment's
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determination to put the  tramways
and jetties on ow North-West coast
in & thorough state of repair. I have
stated previously that this part of the
State was sedly neglected by previous
Governments. The jetties had got into
& deplorable condition and the same re.
mark applies to the tramways. Ihad the
pleasure of paying a personal visit to
this portion of the State, and I was ex-
tremely sorry to see the very bad state
of repair of the jetties and public build-
ings generally. I regret also to say
that I found there was a want of
organisation in that part of the State.
As & matter of fact there was no or-
ganisation at all. It was a sort of
happy-go-lucky style. Nobody took any
special interest in any special depart-
ment and things generally were neglected.
The whole thing has been re-organised.
An engineer for the North-West has
been appointed, one of the most capable
officers in the Government service, and
he has been entrusted with the responsi-
bility of re-organising the whole of the
North-West coast and looking after
the works generally, and he is to place
them in such a position that the Govern-
ment in & short time will have every-
thing in thorough repair and will be
able to administer that portion of the
State in & very economical manner,
Reference has been made to the very
great expendifure, comparatively speak-
ing, incurred during the last year or
two on the Victoria Quay and on the
North Quay, due to the ravages of the
teredo worm. Personally I think a
mistake was made in again placing
untreated jarrah in these wharves, We
have had experience and have found
that the jarrah will not withstand for
meny years the ravages of this worm and
I think it was very unwise not to have
adopted some method of treating the
jarrah so that wo might have a gunarantee
that this work would not have to be
repeated in a few years’ time. The
expenditure estimated at that time by
the previous Government was £90,000.

The present leader of the Opposition
office at that time, and he
decided that it was unfair to charge
this enormous amount up to any one

was In
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year, and he decided to have a suspense
account established, so that the ex-
penditure ocould be distributed over
five years. In 1910-11, £8,446 was
gpent on this work. Last year the
work was puoshed along, and £54,469
wag spent, of which £20,000 was charged
against revenue, and the work to date
has cost £66,590, of which £29,446 has
been debited to this suspense account.
‘The estinated cost was £90,000, and T
am pleased to be able to say that we
are now certain the whole work will
be completed for not more than £70,000.
Therefore this year £15,000 has been
debited against revenue and this will
extinguish the additional amount of
the liability in less than the five years
arranged by the then DMinister, the
present leader of the Opposition. An-
other increase is represented in repairs
to buildings of £3,600. This is carrying
into effect the general desire of the
Government to see that the repairs
to our public buildings such as jetties
and tramways in the North are not
neglected. A stitch in time saves nine,
and generally speaking we have not
exercised sufficient care in the main-
tenance of public buildings. We intend
to give greater attention to this matter,
and to save the re-construction which
has been costing the State a considerable
amount of money during the last few
years. Hospitals show an increase of
£4,600, and public schools, £7,000. 1
do not think I need apologise for the
increased expenditure on these two
items. Comparing the estimate this
year with the actuval expenditure last
year the increase under the head of
public works division generally is £59,037,
and under the head of public buildings
£35,950. It will be noticed that on
this year’s Estimates a lump sum is
provided for police buildings and public
schools. This is an innovation adopted
to endeavour to bring about a general
economy. Under the old system we
provided an estimate say for a given
police building, but the actual cost
might be a little aver or a little under
the estimate. 1f it was a little over
the estimate an encormous amount of rout-

jne had to be gone through to get the £2 or
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£3 over the amount voted by Parliament.
The same difficulty applied in regard to
& decrease. Consequently there has been
& congiderable amount of unnecessary
labour in the accountant’s branch of
the Public Works Department and an
increase in the expenditure of account-
ancy in the Treasury Department, which
was totally unnecessary. By providing
a lump sum we can work in all the build-
ings, the details of which are given to
members, and Parliament will have the
facts in its possession, but instead of
giving the detailed expenditure in con
nection with any one building we will
have a lump sum voted which will enable
us to work on better lines than was pos-
sible under the old system. TUnder the
Property Trust Account the balance
available for appropriation is £41,800, all
of which has been allotted to public
works and buildings, made up as fol
lows: the proportion of salaries under
this particular vote is £2,000 ; it is pro-
posed to spend £4,140 on bridges com-
pared with £5,730 for last year; on
school buildings, £28,901, compared with
£14,609, on police stations £2,369, coms-
pared with £1,225, end on court houses,
£2,063 as compared with £150 last year.
The lsst-nemed increase is due to a re-
vote for the construction of a court house
at Wagin.  The £1,500 provided for the
Albany fruit sheds etcetorn, is a re-vote
from lust year, and the £863 for hospitals
also represents a revote, mainly in eon-
nection with the Northam hospital. This
makes & total of £41,838 as compared
with last year’s vote of £44,781, and
last year’'s expenditure £24,892. That is
ag hriefly as I can explain the work of
the Public Works Department. As I
stated it is recognised by the officers, and
the figures prove that this has been the
busiest year since 1887-8, and one might
be inclined to go into a lot of detail, but
considering that members have had a
busy time during the last few days T do
not propose to unduly weary them to-
night. I simply desire to introduce the
Estimates and say I- am particularly
proud of the work done by the officers
of the department. The loyslty of the
gervice has been good, and, generally
speaking, great expedition has been
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shown, not only as regards railway con-
struction, which is the most outstanding
feature of our public works, but in con-
nection with public buildings and publie
works generally, good expedition has
been shown daring the last twelve
montha.

This concluded the general debate on
the Estirnates for the Minister for Works ;
items were discussed as follows : —

Ttem, Fremantle Road Bridge—-light-
ing and maintenance, £350:

Mr. NANSON: It was his desire to
direct attention to this item.

The Minister for Works : I do not pro-
pose to go into the question of roads and
bridges to-night.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 16-2 p.m.
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nestion : Sawernge Constrnction, Fremantls ...
ills : Electornl Act Amendment, Report stage
Agricultaral Bank Act Amendmenh 2B, ..
Yictorin Park Tramnmways Act Ame‘uflment
. 2r., Com.
Aupual Estunates. Votes nod Ttems discossed .

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
3-30 p.m.., and read prayers.

QUESTION—SEWERAGE CON.
STRUCTION, FREMANTLE.

Mr. CARPENTER asked the Min-
ister for Works: What was the esti-
mated and the actual cost of construction
of sewers in Fremantle in areas 1, 2, 3, 4,
and 5 respectively.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied :

Estimnted | Actual Cost to
Ares Ho. Cost. dote
- !
£ ! £
! 3,060 | 3734
2 3,690 3,269
3 4100 | 3,528
4 6,500 4,857
*5 6,000 3,440

* All accounte in connection with Ne, §
arou are not yet 1o hand.

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT
AMENDMENT.

Report Stage.

The PREMIER {Hon. J. Scaddan)
moved—
That the report of the Commitlee be
adopted.
It would be remembered that on the
previous day some confusion occorred
owing to the amendment as submitted
by the Attorney Ceneral not being found
in the principal Act. The fault was due
to the fact that instructions had been
issued to the Crown Law Department
for the cornpilation of the Electoral Bill
in order to embody amendments made
previouwsly. They had not been em-
bodied in the Acts that were here, and
which were produced by the leader of
the Opposition and others, but they had
been embodied in the Acts distributed
for public use. Therefore, the amend-
ments which were made were in order.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : We all viewed
with some concern any amendment to
the Electoral Act, and it was because of
that that members on the previous day
were somewhat anxious to understand
exactly what was happening.

Question put and passed ;
adopted.

the report

BILL-—AGRICULTURAL BANK
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
T. H. Bath) in moving the second reading
said : This Bill is primarily for the pur-



